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renovated lobby leads to four types i 4 + Covered parking 

of residential suites. Our suites range = ‘78 i e Outdoor tennis/basketball courts 
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ean units. Low security deposit helps make _ 2 + Wheelchair accessible all buildings 
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STATE OF BLISS 


Forget the jet and hit the highway—the 
central California coast between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles offers visitors 
everything from sand castles to a real 
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THE CYCLE OF LIBE 


Now in its fifth year, the Friends for Life 
Bike Rally between Toronto and Montréal 


AIDS Foundation and a fabulous way to 
“take action” in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
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IT’S A MAD, MAD, MAD, 
MAD, MAD, MADO 
WORLD 


Diva, doyenne and Quebec’s second-most | 
outrageous woman, Mado Lamotte has 
built her existence and career based on 
the philosophy that “life is too short to be |” 


boring”. 
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OUTLEQKS July 2003 


LETTERS x 


Outlooks: 


Well, | certainly am embarrassed to be a Calgarian after this last Pride parade. Just like 
my friends in TO say, “Calgary has no culture” [and] I’m beginning to agree with them. 
Outlooks does not help either, it really is time for a local paper in this city. You guys are so 
keen on being national that you are pissing off your home base. | see there is a special 
section called Outlooks Vancouver—| wish there was one for Calgary. |! guess there is no 
one out there to write our stories. Perhaps there is an article or two in the June issue 
written in Calgary but it is meaningless drivel as far as I’m concerned. 


We are a gay community of tens of thousands lacking a local gay paper and a fun and 
meaningful Pride week; the two kind of go hand-in-hand. The theme of this year’s Pride 
Week should be “A city where gay men get arrested” or “Calgary barely tolerates us’. | 
see from the National Pride Guide how backwards a city we live in: in places like 
Saskatoon and Halifax they get the gay flag hoisted at city hall, while here we have a mayor 
who says “It’s a lot of rigamarole to put up flags at City Hall” 


This brings me to another important point: political figures as parade marshals. | do not 
agree with this practice, it is only a ploy to sway our gay votes but when something like 
the Goliath’s raid happens these people are nowhere to be found. I’m thinking of Joe 
Clark and Calgary City Council in general. It’s time the whole city knows we are here! 
Pride Week has to be more; it has to be more “out there”. 


There should be gay flags all up and down |7th Avenue and there certainly should be 
one at City Hall during the week. Calgarians should know gays are good for business like 
in Toronto or Vancouver. In Calgary, they show some drag queens on the news (if at all) 
and shut down |7th for ten minutes and try to forget the whole thing. Maybe the next 
time the police arrest gay men and shut down our bars we will get outraged enough to 
have a meaningful and productive Pride Week, until then we will have the most ridiculous 
and boring Pride Week in Canada. 


A. Kobley 


via e-mail 


The Editor Responds: 


I’m afraid I’m not in a position to address your concerns regarding civic 
policy or our recent Pride festivities; on these matters | suggest you contact 
City Hall and Pride Calgary directly. | can, however, respond to your comment 
that Outlooks is “pissing off [its] home base”. From issue one, this publication 
has been distributed nationally and has sought to increase focus on cities 
throughout the country, even when a Toronto-based national publication 
already existed. And, while it was around, | did not once see Torontonians 
complaining that Fab National was alienating “locals” by running stories on 
people and events outside the “centre of the universe”. With six years of 
steady growth behind us, a rapidly expanding list of regional writers and a 
comprehensive national distribution network in place, Outlooks is uniquely 
poised to link Canada’s many gay communities city by city, and will continue 
to do so as long as our resources allow. Regardless, your assertion that we 
provide our readers with “meaningless drivel” leads me to think that, local or 
national, your own needs might be better met by some publication other than 
ours. Many thanks for your input. 


oni LIVE. 
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OUTLEQKS 


Dear Editor: 


Bill C-250 proposes to replace Subsection 318(4) of the Criminal Code, the definition 
of “identifiable group” with the following: “(4) In this section, “identifiable group” means 
any section of the public distinguished by colour, race, religion, ethnic origin or sexual 
orientation.” The reaction of religious and right wing political groups to Bill C-250 causes 
me to wonder about their real motives. In the Cochrane Times article June | 1, 2003 “Hate 
crime bill raises concern in religious community”, MP Myron Thompson is quoted as 
saying his party is totally against the bill because it steps on the right of other groups, like 
Christians, to advocate to others what they glean from the Bible regarding homosexuality. 
With this statement, where is the separation of church and state? What other forms of 
Christendom would the Alliance Party impose if they became the governing party of 
Canada? | find it amazing that our elected leaders are so afraid of protecting the right to 
live without the fear of hate and violence. 


Bob Neufeld, pastor of the Cochrane Alliance Church is concerned that this bill would 
restrict what he can communicate to his constituents. Pastor Bob, | ask you these 
questions. How many gays or lesbians are among your constituents, or among their 
families or friends? Should you choose to support this bill and it meant the saving of one 
life, or caused one person to not become a victim of a hate crime, would it not be worth 
it? Did Jesus ever talk about or against homosexuals? What did Jesus say to those who 
would have stoned someone to death they judged a sinner? In your concern about being 
able to teach what is acceptable and not acceptable, have you considered teaching that it 
isn’t acceptable to hate and to perpetuate violence against homosexuals? 


To Myron Thompson and Bob Neufeld and all those who support their views, | ask that 
you put yourself in the place of Matthew Shepard’s parents. For a brief moment consider 
their anguish as they pictured their son bruised, broken, bloody and dying all alone, just 
because he was gay. What if Matthew was your son? Then consider the parents of all the 
other victims of violence against gays and lesbians across Canada. 


Myron and Bob, | have never met either of you; however | presume that neither of you 
would consider yourselves hateful or violent against anyone, but by your opposition of 
Bill C-250 you are saying it is okay. | thank you for stirring me out of complacency on 
this issue and | urge others who value the sanctity of human life, regardless of sexual 
orientation, to stand up and support this bill. 


W. Turner 
Cochrane, AB 


To whom it may Concern, 


As homosexuals living in the “new” millennium and having reviewed today’s topic, we 
believe our charter of rights has become somewhat violated by someone's negative and 
ancient view of the real meaning behind “courtship, love, and family”. Here we are living 
in a world a little behind the times. There are other places throughout the world that 
recognize the true values and meaning of “gay marriages”. We look at the Netherlands 
as an example, but in terms of our Governments’ lack of education and understanding, 
the more it becomes a political agenda. The legality of marriage makes us feel equal and 
optimistic... regardless of sexual orientation. 


Take care, 


Ron F.and James Z. 
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PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


Ontario giveth and 
Ralph taketh away! 


How appropriate: in the midst of summer Pride festivities across Canada, we have been 
given the ultimate gay Christmas gift—only to find out that, here in Alberta, our new 
prized possession will be taken back by Ralph the Grinch before 

we've even had a moment to enjoy it. How inappropriate! Of 

course, I’m talking about the federal government's decision to 

change the definition of marriage to include gays and lesbians, a 
move that will be protected by the equality rights clause in 
the Canadian Constitution. This makes us only the third 
country in the world (the Netherlands and Belgium have 
already embraced near-total equality) to recognize and 
establish true equal rights for all citizens of Canada. 


By Roy Heale 


This federal initiative is important for several reasons, and 
not only for the impact they will have upon gay and lesbian 
couples in committed relationships who would like to take 
that extra step towards a life together. It is also significant 
for their family members, friends and co-workers who would 
like to share in and celebrate these unions fully. In addition, 
it demonstrates that here in Canada we have a truly inclusive 
constitution and charter of rights and freedoms—not just 

words on paper but a means by which action by the federal 
government can take place, including necessary changes to the laws of the land. 


Also, and perhaps most importantly, it demonstrates to young people struggling with 
their sexual identity that they live in a country where equality is real and official recogni- 
tion within our society is constitutionally guaranteed and enforced by Canadian law. This 
alone could have a significant impact on teen suicide rates within the GLBT community, 
which we all know to be seriously high. 


Back in the dark ages of the late-1 960s, Pierre Elliot Trudeau recognized that “the state 
has no place in the bedrooms of the nation” and, as justice minister at the time, he began 
making the changes to Canadian law that brought us to this place of tolerance today. His 
brave and bold steps have made Canada a wonderful country for us to live in, the envy of 
many nations around the world. 


However, as these forces of change and the resulting positive energy occur within 
Canada, | find myself almost ashamed to be an Albertan. Like a dinosaur refusing to accept 
the demands of natural evolution, Premier Ralph Klein promised to drag out the dreaded 
“notwithstanding” clause to keep Albertans in the dark ages of prejudice and homophobic 
persecution. Could this really be possible? Fortunately, no. 


The federal government has the jurisdiction to decide who can and cannot get 
married—period. However, provincial governments administer the registries that record 
marriages and can refuse to recognize same-sex couples in this area. Fortunately, there 
are a few options for same-sex couples who choose to marry. The first is to go before 
a judge, register their marriage certificate and request that the costs involved be paid by 
the Government of Alberta. Second, the federal government can set up a marriage 
registry through our independent registry offices and maintain their own list of Alberta’s 
same-sex marriages. No matter what, the “notwithstanding” clause is only a costly 
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complication, not a resolution, for Albertans 
in the battle for equality. Does anyone 
recall Delwin Vriend, the Supreme Court of 
Canada and the unnecessary costs incurred 
to all Alberta taxpayers, straight and gay, as 
the Klein government fought tooth and nail 
to suppress an avenue of human rights? 


Before this unfolds with politicians and 
electorate fighting against each other, let’s 
take the time to make our opinions count. 
Remember when Joe Clark was elected to 
represent the federal riding of Calgary 
Centre, wiping out the incumbent Alliance 
Party candidate because the gay vote was 
mobilized? We can make things happen and 
, a : now is the time to make our voices heard. 
mes S Tell Premier Ralph Klein and Alberta’s 
Conservative Government how you feel 

ALBERTASAURUS and demonstrate the conviction you have 
with regard to your right to equality. Fill out the petition below and make your opinion 
count in the Alberta Legislature, where mad cow disease seems to be running rampant in 
the corridors and affecting the rational thinking of our representatives. 


a 


= 
9) 
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This is a simple issue of equality and, here in Canada, those rights are protected for all 
citizens—not just a select few decided upon by a provincial government elected by 
people residing in their province. The Klein government should be accountable to all the 
citizens of Alberta, not just the ones with whom they have the most in common. Please 
take two minutes of your time to register your opinion, then be prepared to vote in the 
next provincial election and stand by your words in the same manner our federal govern- 
ment stood behind our constitution and charter of rights. You'll not regret the outcome. 
If you live outside of Alberta, don’t hesitate to let Ralph know that he’s perpetuating the 
stereotype of a redneck province and that all Canadians would rather avoid Alberta and 
its obvious “disadvantage”. Does Ralph really expect the same-sex couples who live here 
to travel to other provinces just to legitimize their marriages? Aren’t we—or shouldn't 
we be—one Canada? Unfortunately, the only ones who seem baffled by the answer to 
this are the members of the Klein government. And the time has come to educate them. 


v 


| 


PETITION 


| totally disagree with any use of the “notwithstanding” clause in any 
attempt to block provincial registration of same-sex marriages by the 
Government of Alberta. 


Name: 
Address (optional): 


Postal Code: 


Signature: 


Check the appropriate box below to let the government know who 
you are and your intentions: 


fie] | am a member of the GLBT community. 
& | am a straight friend, relative or associate of a GLBT person. 


[“ If this Government of Alberta refuses to register same-sex 
marriages, | intend to vote against the Conservative Party of Alberta 
in the next provincial election. 


Fax To: Premier Ralph Klein at Calgary:(403) 297-4276 or 
Edmonton: (780) 427-1349 
Email your opinion to Premier Klein at: premier@gov.ab.ca 


Or send to Outlooks via fax at |-877-885-665 | 
or email: main@outlooks.ca and we will forward your petition to 
Premier Ralph Klein. 


You can also visit ou s.ca for an online petition. 
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Making history 


By Svend Robinson 


“So Svend, are you and Max going to get married now that it’s legal?” 


That’s the question that friends and colleagues have been putting to me over the 
last few days, since the landmark decision of the Ontario Court of Appeal on same- 
sex marriage, the vote by the House of Commons Justice Committee supporting my 
motion to accept the ruling, and the historic decision of the federal government to 
change the law. What an incredible time this has been for those of us who have so 
long struggled for full recognition of the equality rights of gay and lesbian couples, 
including the right to marry. Yet | am still unsure as to whether Max and | will be 
off to the marriage register any time soon. After almost nine years together in a 
committed, loving, wonderful relationship, how would the imprimatur of the state 
change anything? What has changed—and changed fundamentally—is the fact that 
we now, like other gay and lesbian couples (and, indeed, like heterosexual couples) 
at least have the choice that was previously denied us. Not a choice for some kind 
of “separate but equal” registry, but marriage. Ve are no longer second class 
citizens in Our own country, with our own governments using our tax dollars in a 
losing battle in the courts fighting against equality. Canada is joining the Netherlands 
and Belgium in this historic step. We should feel very proud to live in a country 
whose Constitution and Courts, and now governments (except the neanderthals in 
Ralph Klein’s government, who seem to think that Alberta is a Charter-free zone) 
celebrate diversity and inclusiveness of all our citizens, including those who are gay 
and lesbian, bisexual and transgendered. 


Those who argue that the Courts are somehow usurping the power of elected 
representatives in making this decision are totally misreading our Constitution. Even 
before this Constitution, remember that it was judges who had to order the politi- 
cians in Canada to treat women as “Persons” in law. It was elected governments that 
wrote the Charter of Rights that is the basis for these decisions. | know because | 


TOP REASONS 
TO ADVERTISE IN OUTLOOKS 


10. We're the only truly national monthly GLBT publication in 
Canada. 

9. 79.3% of gay men and lesbians base their purchases on 
gay media advertising. 

8. 75% of Outlooks readers do not read daily newspapers. 

7. 68% of Outlooks readers earn in excess of $31,000 per 
annum. 

6. In the next year 90% of Outlooks readers will make a major 
purchase ($500+) twice or more. 

5. Each copy of Outlooks is read by an average of 3.4 
people, making our total readership over 120,700. 

4. The entire magazine including all advertisements and 
editorial can be read online at www.outlooks.ca with no extra 
charge to advertisers or readers. 

3. Our lifestyle-oriented editorial is extremely popular and your 
ads will be noticed. _ 

2. Gay and lesbian consumers have more disposable income to 
spend on entertainment, dining out and consumer 

products or services. 

|. Your advertising will get results because our readers are 
loyal to the advertisers who support and make Outlooks 
possible. 


Call now to find out about our low, 
competitive advertising rates. 


Calgary Head office toll free 1-888-228-1157 
Vancouver Office (604) 818-0446 
or email: dburton@outlooks.ca 
or visit our website www.outlooks.ca 
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was one of those who was a member of the 
historic Parliamentary Committee that 
drafted the Charter in 1980-81. While my 
amendment to explicitly include “sexual 
orientation” in s.15 of the Charter was 
defeated, the Minister of Justice at that 
time, Jean Chrétien, did agree to leave 
open-ended the grounds of discrimination 
in that key section. He agreed that this 
would allow judges in the future to include 
evolving new grounds. Three years later, in 
a ground-breaking report called “Equality 
for All”, an all-party Committee chaired by 
Conservative Patrick Boyer unanimously 
recommended to Justice Minister John 
Crosbie that the Charter be read in s.15 to 
include “sexual orientation”. Crosbie, in 
1986, accepted that recommendation and 
promised to change all federal laws that 
discriminated. It is only because of the 
failure of elected representatives to respect 
the Charter that judges have been forced ©* 
to step in. That is the role we have asked 
them to take on, and it is dishonest to now 
complain, as Canadian Alliance MP Vic 
Toews and others do, when they complete that task. 
But then, the Canadian Alliance, and Reform Party 
before them, has opposed every bill in the House extending equality to gays and 
lesbians, including the basic right not to be fired from our jobs or thrown out of our 
homes because of our orientation. No wonder they are 3 Teens 
sinking like a stone in the opinion polls. | am proud that continued opposite 
my party and national leader Jack Layton eon 
has always taken a strong and principled 4 Ss 
stand in favour of full equality for gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgendered ESTABLISHED 1997 
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from pre’ To those who plead nostalgically for a return to the old 
. days, when marriage meant one man and one woman for 
life, | remind of what those old days also meant. Marriage was a license to allow a 
man to rape or beat his wife, and to treat her as his property. Interracial marriages 
were illegal in some jurisdictions as recently as the 1960s. Divorce was illegal. 
Surely we must recognize that, just as marriage has evolved in these areas, so too 
can it change to include same-sex couples. After all, it was only a little over thirty 
years ago that Pierre Trudeau decriminalized homosexuality. And to those churches 
and religions who don’t accept these marriages, the Charter’s protection of religious 
freedom ensures that none will be forced to solemnize same-sex marriages, any 
more than the Catholic Church must marry divorced individuals. 


While gays and lesbians celebrate the recent moves to allow same-sex marriages, 
we are under no illusion that this is the end of our work for equality. As long as 
bigoted school trustees in Surrey, B.C., ban books like Asha’s Moms that depict our 
families as part of their community, as long as gay youth continue to take their own 
lives in despair and alienation, as long as gay men like Aaron Webster are beaten to 
death and others are gay-bashed, as long as our brothers and sisters around the 
world continue to be imprisoned and killed, our work must carry on. But for now, 
| join in celebrating these recent victories on the road to full equality. As for Max 
and me, and our marriage, next year we celebrate a decade of sharing our love and 
our lives. Maybe that would be a good time to re-affirm our commitment to one 
another in marriage. To the Courts, to my eight colleagues on the Justice Committee 
who supported equality, and to Justice Minister Cauchon and Prime Minister 
Chretien, we say “thank you” for giving us this choice. Today, | feel so very proud to 
be a Canadian. Vv 
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With friends like that... 


By John Coulbourn 


EDITORIAL 


Let’s make one thing very, very clear here, right off the top: | am writing a column on 
the subject of same-sex marriage—and some of my best friends are gay. 


Unlike most writers who launch a column using this or similar phrasing, however, | 
whole-heartedly support same-sex marriage, at least for them that want it, and, frankly 
what | want to know more than anything else is: just who in hell are these gay best 
friends, anyway? As a gay man in hopefully good standing, I’ve examined my phone book 
with great care and | cannot find therein a single bigot with whom I’ve got any more than 
a passing business acquaintance. Further, I’ve checked with my circle of gay friends and, 
while one or two of them reluctantly admit to sharing a gene pool with a bigot or two, 
virtually all of them dwell quite happily and understandably in a circle of friendship that is 
largely bigot-free. 


All of which leads me to suspect that bigots are inclined to mistake simple courtesy for 
friendship, blithely unaware, in the main, that while some of us may loathe and despise 
everything they stand for, we are nonetheless determined to share this small planet with 
them in a spirit of civility. Whether it is motivated by a spirit of Christian forebearance 
or merely a desire to keep things nice and simple, the fact of the matter is that, individu- 
ally, some members of the gay community are reluctant to get into slagging matches with 
individuals whose sole purpose on earth seems to be to prove beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that ignorance is indeed bliss. 


Deprived as they are of normal social congress, it seems those same ignorant individ- 
uals occasionally misinterpret that very reluctance as not merely friendship, but close 
personal friendship. Simply stated, they presume, apparently deluding themselves into 
believing that, like them, we are so desperate for acceptance that we would welcome 
them into our intimate social circles, knowing full well that they heartily disapprove of our 
lifestyle. |, for one, would sooner have dinner with Hannibal Lecter. 


The result of this kind of misinterpretation can be horrible, and, on rare occasions, even 
horribly funny. 


In fact, | know whereof | speak with this sort of thing, having, years ago, found my 
partner and | referenced in a column questioning the wisdom of gay adoption, wherein 
the writer conceded that maybe—just maybe, mind you—the two of us might make 
better parents than Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka. The writer, at least, didn’t stake a 
claim to best friend status and frankly, | think, thought he was paying us a huge compli- 
ment and is probably wondering why we have yet to find an appropriate way to express 
our gratitude for this particular vote of confidence. 


And now that we appear to be on the cusp of the long-overdue legalization of same- 
sex marriage—you'll pardon me if | don’t celebrate it until it is in fact enshrined in law 
across the nation—the bigots are once again trotting out the gay best friends in an 
attempt to prove that their opinions aren’t as reprehensible as they seem. 


Before they do, however, I'd like them to know that some of us are starting to question 
whether these friendships exist and if they do, if the affection is, in fact, reciprocal. 

With only the first shots fired in what is certain to be a bitter debate, there are already 
a few columnists whom, | suspect, have been crossed off the Christmas card list of those 
gay best friends, for remarks ranging from the ignorant to the inflammatory and common 
civility be damned. 


| mean, think about it. 
Do any of us want—or need—a best friend who feels we should be content with the 


status of second class citizens in a country that is doing its utmost to offer equality and 
fairness to all? 


Do any us want—or need—a best friend who thinks that he is better than we are 
simply because, by a simple accident of birth, he grew up straight and we grew up gay? 
Do any of us want—or need—a best friend who is content to not only let the world 
abuse his best friend, but is prepared to condone that abuse as well? 
| certainly don’t. But then, I’m a gay man who's proud of the fact that not one of my 
best friends is an ignorant bigot. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 
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Stephen Walker Saturn Cafe, Santa Cruz 


g 
TRAVEL -2AyK" 
By Roy Heale 


On the journey between San Francisco and Los Angeles, the central California coastline is 
an incredible feast for the eyes, and the Pacific coastline is truly one of nature’s most breath- 
taking sights to behold. Between the two metropolises (a distance of just over 400 miles or 
700 kilometers) you'll find beautiful beaches, rugged cliffs, sand dunes, a tropical rainforest, small 
historic towns and the point at which the desert meets the ocean—all in the space of a day's 
journey, if you wish. However, if you have the time and inclination, this stretch of highway can 
also provide a fascinating, leisurely adventure spread over several days. My choice was the latter, 
and gave me the opportunity to discover gay life in the small coastal towns of the liberal and 
friendly state of California. 


Departing from San Francisco is easy because the Number One interstate highway is well 
marked even before you leave the city. Within minutes, you suddenly find yourself on the 
rugged coastline, with spectacular cliffs leading down to expanses of sand and the ocean below. 
After just over an hour's drive (depending on how many times you stop to enjoy the breath- 
taking views), the town of Santa Cruz suddenly appears, spreading up throughout the hills from 
an expansive beach. Here you will find a surprisingly bustling gay community, likely the result of 
both the university campus and the area’s booming tourist industry. Santa Cruz’s close 
proximity to San Francisco also helps promote the gay lifestyle and, in fact, an openly gay 
Democratic candidate for the California State Assembly was recently elected to represent the 
town. As one of only two openly gay assemblymen in California (the other is, of course, from 
San Francisco) it’s obvious that there is a positive gay influence on this busy coastal community. 


Mediterranean architecture, complete with pastel-hued homes and tiled roofs, lends Santa 
Cruz a very Spanish atmosphere, particularly as it is nestled amongst countless tall palm trees. 
Perhaps it’s this European flair that attracts members of the GLBT community to visit and even 
put down roots here. On the main street, there are two gay bars in the centre of town: the 
Blue Lagoon and the Dakota. A short five-minute walk from one another on Pacific Avenue, 


Boardwalk Amusement Park, Santa Cruz 


Carmel Fire Hydran The Rugged California Coastline 


Beach at Carmel By-The-Sea 


they are both extremely friendly and feature a mixed crowd of residents, students and tourists. 
Not very far away, on Laurel Street, is the gay-friendly Saturn Café, which is frequented mostly 
by students and a younger crowd. It’s a very funky place to spend some quiet time over coffee 
and snacks. 


If you choose to stay over in Santa Cruz, finding somewhere to spend the night also provides 
some unique gay and gay-friendly options. If you want to be near the ocean (close enough to 
be lulled to sleep by the surf) then you must book into the Chateau Victorian, located just a 
block off the beach. Opened twenty years ago in 1983, this turn-of-the-century Victorian 
mansion was completely restored by owner Alice June. All the rooms offer queen-sized beds 
(mine was even a four-poster) and each is decorated in a unique theme, has a private bathroom 
and a fireplace. As innkeepers go, Alice is a very gracious hostess and you're sure to feel very 
welcome here. Other possibilities in Santa Cruz are the Adobe on Green Street and the 
Compassion Flower Inn. Both are located closer to the bar scene if you're looking to get 
“home” quickly after enjoying the town’s limited but very vibrant nightlife. Female travellers 
wanting a bit of R&R might want to check out the Grove:a Woman's Country Retreat by the 
Sea, located just a short drive from town. Situated on an artist’s mini-farm, this property boasts 
two beautiful cottages on La Selva Beach. 


While in Santa Cruz, the daytime attractions are numerous, including their famous board- 
walk and California’s oldest amusement park. During the day you can sit peacefully on the cliffs 
surrounding the town and watch schools of whales as they pass or you can walk over to the 
pier, stroll out across the ocean and find some incredible seafood restaurants to enjoy. This 
casual coastal town has much to offer for perfect stopover en route to the hustle and bustle 
of LA. 


Driving a short distance further south, in less than an hour you'll reach Monterey, tucked in 
amongst the most amazing sand dunes, The harbour here is also a delight, with sailboats 
moored in clear blue water and another pier dotted with seafood restaurants and unique 
shops. Monterey has one gay bar, the Lighthouse Bar and Grill,as well as two gay-friendly B&Bs, 
the Gosby House Inn and Monterey Fireside Lodge. Compared J . 
to Santa Cruz, this destination is somewhat more relaxed-a continued opposite 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


1-805-544-0241 
1-831-458-9458 
1-831-469-9866 
1-831-466-0420 


www.centralcoast-tourism.com 


www.chateauvictorian.com 
The Adobe on Green Street, Santa Cruz 
The Compassion Flower Inn, Santa Cruz 
The Grove, La Selva Beach 


www.theg rovewomensretreat.com 


1-831-724-3459 
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1-831-373-4172 
1-831-375-1287 
1-831-624-7917 
1-831-667-2391 
1-800-444-4445 


www.montereyfireside.com 
The Gosby House Inn, Monterey 


Happy Landing Inn, Carmel By The Sea 


www.lucialodge.com 


www.HearstCastle.com Tours 


from previous 


wonderful place to catch your 
breath (and some fantastic sight- 
seeing) for an afternoon or 
several quiet days. 


Just fifteen minutes from 
Monterey is the town of Carmel- 
By-The-Sea, made most famous 
when Clint Eastwood served a 
two-year term as mayor in the 
mid-’80s. Here you'll find the 
most spectacular white sandy 
beach and clear blue ocean this side of Hawaii. The small 
townsite is only five blocks by five blocks, with more 
cypress trees than probably exist anywhere else on earth. Although Carmel continues to grow, 
its small town charm and appreciation of art and culture has remained intact. It will thrill 
shoppers looking for unique and gorgeous items of all kinds, and offers plenty of restaurants, 
cafés and bars in which to rest up between spending sprees. Perhaps the most charming aspect 
of Carmel is the feeling that you have arrived on a Hollywood movie studio backlot—the entire 
place is a curious mish-mash of visual styles and sensibilities. One street will feature all the 
quaint charm of cottages from Tudor England, while the next may be Mexican-themed in every- 
thing from architecture to cuisine. Around the corner, you'll think you are in a western 
village—the only things missing are gunslingers and horses. Yet another street will make you 
feel like you’re in Spain, with adobe-style canteens just waiting for the bullfighters to arrive. 
There really is a sense of tranquility and Hollywood glamour everywhere you look, and | 
couldn't help but wonder how much of an influence Mayor Eastwood had in two short years! 
Thematic décor also extends to accommodations here; | recommend the gay-friendly Happy 
Landing Inn Bed and Breakfast, located close to the beach. Built in 1925, this property features 
the Hansel and Gretel charm of a bygone era, yet still boasts “all mod cons” for its guests’ 
convenience. 


If you can tear yourself away from the magic of Carmel, there is still more to make this 
journey memorable. Less than an hour’s drive is Big Sur, in the Andrew Molena State Park, a 
perfect blend of rustic mountain atmosphere and coastal beauty. If you opt for a night here, 
the gay-friendly Lucia Lodge is the place to stay. An historic resort built in the 1930s, the lodge 
is perched high above the ocean and surrounded by Redwoods. It goes without saying, then, 


VIA Rail Canadii 


ENTER TO WIN! 


One double pass, round trip VIA Rail Canada 
package for the Vancouver / Toronto route. 
Plus 4 nights accommodations in destination city. 


Enter by ballot or online at www.OUTLOOKS.ca 


that the views are stunning and the sunsets 
are what legends are made of. This is a haven 
for wildlife enthusiasts—watch out for 
peregrine falcons and American and bald 
eagles above, then look down to the ocean 
for sea otters and sea lions. With rustic 
cabin accommodations 300 feet above the 
Pacific, you won't forget your Big Sur 
stopover anytime soon. 


After all this quiet rustic charm and the 
glory of Mother Nature, you're ready for the 
decadent, over-the-top glitz of San Simeon and Hearst 
Castle, about three hours from Big Sur. Built by the 
famous media tycoon William Randolph Hearst, this 
mountaintop retreat (which truly earns the title of 
“castle”) took twenty-eight years to complete. No self-respecting gay individual can live life 
without at least one visit to this vulgar demonstration of wealth beyond measure—the kind of 
place that would make any queen envious! An interior decorator’s nightmare come to life, San 
Simeon is a riot of ostentatious architecture and opulent furnishings, and comes complete with 
a multitude of elaborately tiled pools. There are several different tour options and at least a 
one-day minimum is required to enjoy this outrageous relic of America’s more prosperous past. 


[The grand ‘Chateau Victorian by =) 
the beach in Santa Cruz 


It should be noted that this stretch of the Pacific Coast Highway is punctuated by many 
wonderful California vineyards for another enjoyable side trip. If time allows, be sure to sample 
some of the best of what the state’s wineries have to 
offer. No matter what your pleasure, the drive from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles is easy to make and has 
so many things to enjoy. You may even wish to 
make this a memorable week-long trip all by 
itself. And, in liberal, western style, gays and 
lesbians are made to feel welcome all along the 
route. This trip definitely provides “Kodak 
moments” from start to finish, and will surely 
entice you back for more than one repeat visit. If 
you ever had any doubts about California earning 
its title as “The Golden State”, the splendour of 
this region is sure to put them to rest. W 


[The Gosby House Inn, Monterey | 
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Support for seniors 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Society has always had something of a 
generation gap. 


In the GLBT world, that gap can often 
be a rigid divide, with the younger gener- 
ation steering widely clear of anyone they 
consider “old”. We live today in a culture 
of Youth and Beauty. 


Sexual politics aside, many ageing 
members of the community do feel 
isolated, despite the existence of some 
social support groups such as Prime 
Timers, a men’s social support group in 
Winnipeg. Vancouver and Toronto both 
have programs for GLBT seniors but 
there still remains a great divide between 
age and youth. Between them is too 


often a gulf of avoidance or silence. : 
Jason Robillard, this summer’s 


seniors’ support worker for the 
Rainbow Resource Centre 


A 1997 study of the needs of senior | 
gays and lesbians in Winnipeg found that 
many of them were poor and isolated, that there 
was a lack of GLBT-friendly seniors’ housing and 
also a reluctance by mainstream seniors’ organizations to even discuss issues perti- 
nent to this demographic or circulate questionnaires about their problems. As baby 
boomers age, there are likely to be a lot more GLBT seniors and their needs have 
to be met somehow. 


Now, the Rainbow Resource Centre in Winnipeg, which looks after GLBT inter- 
ests, has secured federal funding to create a summer job (June to mid-August) for a 
seniors’ support worker. The general aim is to assess needs, help with some chores 
and improve communications between seniors and other GLBT groups. 


Seniors can get help with grocery shopping, lawnmowing, gardening, accessing 
community resources, going to appointments or just breaking their isolation by 
asking for a friendly visit. Another aspect of the senior support worker’s job will be 
to get some communication going between GLBT youth groups and seniors, possibly 
organizing a joint session of seniors and other groups so that they can air their 
concerns and get a bit closer. 


The resource centre has hired Jason Robillard, a twenty-five-year-old University of 
Winnipeg student, to take on this pioneering role for the summer. Robillard eventu- 
ally plans to be an elementary school teacher. He worked for several years at 
Safeway, then started his own business cleaning homes for seniors, a group he has 
always enjoyed. 


“Right now I’m just letting various groups know I’m available,” he says. “This job 
will evolve as | discover what the main needs are, but | do know there needs to be 
more communication with seniors, many of whom have become isolated or ostra- 
cized themselves from the world.” 


Donna Huen, who runs the resource centre, says the aims of the job are to 
provide practical support and friendship, to facilitate dialogue with other GLBT 
groups and, possibly, to set up a mentorship program whereby seniors can pass on 
their own advice about coming out and dealing with mainstream society. 


“Loneliness is often a big problem for all seniors, so we'll be offering support in 
that area, as well as trying to help people coping with the loss of a partner,” says 
Huen. “It’s always been easier for two lesbians to live together than for two gay men 
because there’s more of a social stigma attached to the latter. 


“Bereavement is also a problem. When a partner dies, the survivor often has to 
go through a whole second coming out process, finding new friends and connecting 
with the GLBT community once more.” 


She knows of no bereavement group that helps gay and lesbian people come to 
terms with loss of a loved one, even though such groups are common in mainstream 
society. 

Support worker Robillard says someone once told him he has an “old soul”, so 
that may explain why he enjoys talking to seniors. A former member of the Rainbow 
Harmony Project choir, he says he’s happy to offer practical help and one goal is to 
visit shut-ins, including older people living with HIV or AIDS. 
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“The 1997 study of the needs of gay and lesbian seniors showed there was a real 
problem with poverty, housing, loneliness and social support,” he notes. “Back then, 
many seniors’ organizations, including housing projects, were fairly hostile and reluc- 
tant to even discuss their attitudes to gays or lesbians, so I'll be checking to see if 
attitudes have changed or improved.” 


Robillard says when he gets old he would like to think he could live in accommo- 
dation that’s at least gay-friendly, rather than having to hide his orientation. It was 
clear from the 1997 study that some GLBT seniors definitely kept their sexual 
orientation low key when looking for accommodation. 


One answer might be the development of seniors’ accommodation specifically for 
the community, but so far none exists in Winnipeg. 


At a minimum, Robillard hopes in the next couple of months to at least get more 
visibility for ageing GLBT seniors. He also hopes to break some of the worst social 
isolation and get a discourse going in a friendly setting between youth and the 
elderly. 


Adds centre director Donna Huen:“We are trying to overcome a lot of myths and 
stereotypes with this project, such as the idea that older gay men are all sexual 
predators, so younger men should be afraid of them and avoid them. The hetero- 
sexual world also has its share of older predators, but that’s not a reason to dismiss 
all seniors out of hand. Seniors have real identifiable needs and they need social 
support. In turn they also have a lot to offer a younger generation in terms of knowl- 
edge and experience.” W 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The 
Financial Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada 
as well as broadcasting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 
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A LABEL FOR ARTISTS 
(right) But Is It 
Art? 


Bob gets a lesson in 
female anatomy, and 


gender plays. Bob? 
Bob? Bob?! 


(left) There’s 
Waldo! 

Rosey appears to have 
found something of 
great significance in one 
of the featured pieces. 


ALL THAT 
G.LitTeRsS is GOLD 


THE DRINK 


(above) Gold Fever 

Brad and Manny finally Get A Life—the title 
of the book they won as part of their Best 
Gold Outfits prize. 


AFTER-PARADE 


FESTIVAL 
MEMORIAL PARK 


(above) Queer As 
Folk-singers 
Legendary Canadian singer 
Heather Bishop headlined 


BR. | 
(above) 
Delicious and 
ae meena I hirst- 

| quenching 

| Electra Storm takes 


at this year’s post-parade 
festivities. 


4 knows, could an 


> | far behind? 


(above) Way, Way Off-Broadway! 
Members of the Snowy Owl Monarchist Society 
perform a number from the musical Hairspray... 
Gee, what do you think inspired that song 
selection?! 


PRIDE 
PARADE 
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(below) Fine Tuning Their Position 
Members of the Rainbow Harmony Project 
prepare to march in the parade. 


(right) 
Banging! 


finds out how the other 


| endorsement deal be 


We’ve Been | 


And sawing and 
gluing and... The 


(right) 
Chequered 
Present 
Murray (left) and 
Rod, out for an 
evening of fun in 
their snappiest 
“Vaudeville 
refugee” finery, 


(left) 
Golden 
Rule 
Observers 
Suzanne and 
Rick, a couple 


about “hot child in the city”! 


{LorFt PARTY 
COCKTAILS IN 
THE TREES 


(left) High Perch, High 
Hair 

A very glamourous pair of 
guests give the colourful birds in 
3 the trees a run for their money! 


(right) | Can 
“Grant” That 
Wish 

Thirsty revellers had 
only to ask—darling 
Grant had the 
cocktail situation 


well in hand. 
(20. 


(left) Land 
of Fruit 
and 
Honeys 
Serving up a 
lot of festive 
colour is the 
dishy trio of 
Electra Storm, 
Chickita 
Banana and 
Vida Lamour. 


of sweet 

straight folks, 

se re (below, right) Presto-Chango 
support for June cover model Mike takes a break 

the from his “western” existence and pumps 
community. up the “glam quotient” in Winnipeg. Talk 


Planning an event in Winnipeg? 
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(right) The Latin Name is 
Glitterus Raccoonis 

Musician Jeff Staflund, though somewhat 
incognito, was recognizable enough to take 
to the stage and entertain the crowd 


(left) Lesbian Sign 
Language 

| never saw Marlee 
Matlin use that one... 
Shawna Dempsey 
portraying one 

of the Dion 
quintuplets—apparently 
Celine was not one of 
them! 


for Pride 
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(below)Jeanette Joplin? 

Performer Jeanette wowed ‘em with her 
number on organic cultivation before 
getting into some good old-fashioned ‘60s 
protest action. 


(above) Devil Went Down 
to Georgia... 
And Tania covered things here, 
amazing the crowd with her 
fantastic fiddling skills. (left) Everyone’s a 
Comedian 
Not really, but Brad 
certainly is—he had the 
crowd in stitches with his 
routine. 

Contact Brent at 
4) 789-9215 and he'll see about 

covering it in Out & About. 
All photos by Brent 
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crew atop the 
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winner they 
created—how 
butch! 
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FASHION 


Instant Tan: 
beyond the pale 


I’m pale. | don’t mean a little pale, | mean a lot pale. I’m so fair, people have compared 
me to those little tykes you see on Right to Life posters, although apparently foetuses are 
swarthier. Yep, I’m pale. | was actually quite surprised when | didn’t make Style at Home 
magazine’s list of “The Best Whites” in their May issue. I’m still baffled as to why | was 
omitted—after all, | have worked extensively as a life model for faux-finishing classes on 
alabaster. Well, only as a base coat... Pale, | tells ya. 


By David Crosson 


With June all but slipped away and July rapidly approaching, | decided that | should try 
to do something about my perennial pallor. Several years ago, as a fashion columnist for 
Xtra!West, | had an opportunity to test-market a variety of commercial sunless tanning 
products, both high-end and low-. The results, I’m sorry to say, were mixed—as in bronze 
mixed with white. | went from French Vanilla to Butterscotch Ripple in two applications, 
which was a bit more interesting, to be sure, but not very tasty. Besides, streaking is so 
‘70s... and not in that good kind of way like Charlies’Angels or dark denim. 


It was, then, with no small measure of caution that | agreed to try out Instant Tan, la 
dernier cri in the world of “safe” body tinting, offered at a local salon. So, with tanlines 
firmly taped in place (bless you, 3M), | headed off to subject myself to a quick misting and, 
perhaps the dawning of a new Bronze Age. (Footnote: removing a bathing suit that has 
been secured with double-sided carpet tape is about as pleasant as getting a Brazilian 
wax-job. Performed by Helen Keller. Drunk.) 


Convenience and efficiency have always been a big thing with me—l’m actually envious 
of those gnats that only live for twenty-four hours. As Joan Rivers used to say about her 
“good friend” Elizabeth Taylor, I’m the sort of person who stands in front of a microwave 
oven yelling, “Hurry!” Needless to say, | was thrilled to hear that the entire procedure 
took only six seconds, if you didn’t factor in travel time (an additional three hours, it 
seemed, as this is Calgary and we've got more “spread” than Anna Nicole in hot pants). 


Traffic congestion aside, our destination was not that far away, a mere twelve miles as 
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the crow flies, reeling and choking on car 
exhaust apparently. | was also encouraged 
to know that I’d be heading due south—at 
least it was a bit closer to the equator, to 
' lend further legitimacy to my fabulous new 
faux tan. When | arrived at California Tan, 
the only salon in the city with the Instant 
Tan system, | was surprised that the staff 
/ was so affable and relaxed—particularly 
since | looked like my life was being 
directed by George A. Romero, of Night of 
the Living Dead fame. | guess everyone 
really does like a challenge. California Tan’s 
proprietor, Don, very generously took me 
on a tour of his facilities to show me the 
very latest in traditional tanning beds, 
including a gigantic 44-bulb German model 
that looked as if you could drive to Vegas 
in it. (If only Dar Heatherington 
knew—she wouldn’t have had to go all 
that way by bike.) The American-made 30- 
bulb beds were also quite impressively 
designed, very modern and slick. Though it 
might sound a touch morbid, they really would make chic coffins—talk about a healthy 
glow in the afterlife (“I don’t want to go towards that light; | brought my own!”). However, 
the Instant Tan system was truly the star this time ‘round, the very reason for my 
existence, it seemed. | have a way of building things up in my mind, and this industry 
breakthrough was obviously no exception. 


The gateway to an instant tan 


After an assessment of my luminous, moon-goddess complexion, it was determined 
that | (and onlookers) would benefit most from at least two sessions, possibly three of 
this miracle procedure. Don then ran through an in-depth demonstration (live and video) 
of how to maximize the effects of the Instant Tan system, including a Richard Simmons- 
style “tanning dance” designed to increase the exposure of a subject’s skin to the DHA 
mist. 


se 


For those of you who don’t know, DHA stands for | 
dihydroxyacetone, a vegetable-derived compound that reacts 
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trom previous with the keratin protein in the top layer of the skin to produce 
ees prees tan-like results. It was first discovered in the 1920s, then refined 
over a period of almost seventy years to reduce the orange tone previously associated 
with it. In the case of Instant Tan, DHA is combined with various moisturizers and 
emollients to pamper and condition the skin. Possessing this knowledge will have no 
bearing on the results of your tan or your life in general, but it will give you something to 
chat about at cocktail parties if you retain it. If you don’t, however, talking about those 
not present is always a good stand-by. 


Once educated, drilled and rehearsed, | was taken to the place where the magic would 
occur. Design-wise, the Instant Tan booth falls somewhere between a small shower stall 
and the pod Jeff Goldblum used to transform himself into, well, uglier Jeff Goldblum in 
that Fly movie. | was not deterred by the sci-fi look of the chamber, however; | was 
actually quite comforted knowing that it would create a transformation of a much better 
sort. Don ran me through a quick re-cap of the dance lesson (I was so primed | could 
have been a contestant on Fame) and then | stepped through the door, looking forward 
to a darker future. Once the start button was pushed there was no turning back. After 
a countdown of fourteen clicks on the LED display screen, | was surrounded by a gentle 
mist that lasted only six seconds—a short enough period to hold my breath, close my 
eyes and dance like “a maniac, maniac on the floor”. | then engaged in a brisk rubdown 
to spread the product evenly (calm down: this is a self-serve component of the process), 
washed my palms and the soles of my feet, got dressed and emerged for inspection. Don, 
apparently pleased with my coverage, dismissed me once | agreed to return the following 
day for a second coat. 


As promised, over the next several hours my colour deepened and | was thrilled with 
the very preliminary results. My co-workers didn’t even seem to notice the slight “pong” 
associated with DHA when it reacts with skin cells—or perhaps they were too polite to 
say. This is likely closer to the truth, as | had been warned that | would most definitely 
become a little whiffy over time and strongly warned against washing the lotion off before 
the next morning as to do so could compromise the integrity of my overall colour. So, 
smelly, satisfied and seemingly sun-kissed | continued with my day, content in knowing that 
| would never again be mistaken for Lot’s wife, or at least for the duration of my Instant 
Tan. 


The next day, | returned for a review of my progress and an encore performance of my 
kick-ass dance. | think partaking in the Instant Tan procedure is rather like killing 
someone; it gets easier each time. With experience under my belt—or, at least, taped 
inside my trunks—lI was in and out of the booth in a flash, though not so quickly that | 
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neglected my post-mist duties. Don even very kindly loaned me a bottle of DHA lotion 
and an application wand as a back-up for any blotching caused by carelessness over the 
next few hours. | thanked him profusely and stepped out into the grey drizzle that is a 
Calgary day in June. 

As | made my rounds over the next week, | was amazed by the reactions people had 
to the “new” me. | was hooked. However, because the Instant Tan system is based on 
DHA, the results only last from five to seven days following a treatment, depending on 
how often you exfoliate. And, at $30 per session (California Tan offers special rates on 
multiple bookings) it did not seem like a long-term solution for silencing my personal 
rendition of “a whiter shade of pale”. It is, though, a great way to boost a lighter tan or 
get some colour for a big event—a high school reunion or perhaps a gay wedding (an out- 
of-province one for readers in Alberta, of course). For those concerned about or affected 
by melanoma, this really is an excellent way to maintain colour, and a worthwhile invest- 
ment at any price. 


As for me, I’ve had a taste of the tanned life and | like it. The only question that remains 
is do | hop into that American-made, bulb-filled coffin | picked out for my journey to the 
afterlife or do | ring up Dar and see if she wants to head down to Vegas with me in that 
German number? Regardless of the choice, my tan will be testimony to the fact that, 
when the mist cleared, | became a full-blown sun-worshipper. Better make that “bulb- 
worshipper” instead; either way, |’'ve vowed that | will no longer resemble a Costco-sized 
roll of Extra-strength Bounty. W 
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Book 


By David Crosson 


God, Sex & Poetry 
Written By: John Grube 


Published by: 
Dartington Press 


After reading only one of the short 
stories in his collection entitled I’m 
Supposed to be Crazy, |! knew that | liked 
John Grube (once again: rhymes with 
“tuba”). By the end of the book, | knew 
that | really liked John Grube—and not 
just his work but him, as well. As a 
writer, his passion and perspective are 
both fresh and refreshing; as a person, | 
suspect these are even more so. 


If I’m Supposed to be Crazy was a 
cocktail of images and ideas, then 
Grube’s God, Sex & Poetry is a 
shooter—straight up and_ straightfor- 
ward. It is also pleasantly homosexual in 
its approach, as opposed to being merely 
gay, and the author’s willingness to 
depart from the cultural ghetto is a 
welcome change, indeed. This collection 
of poems was such a pleasure (and, at 
times, a challenge) to consume that | 
read through it fully once, then went 
back to the cover and started all over 
again. 

In his forward, Grube makes a point of 
preparing his reader for the many 
diverse offerings that lie ahead, specifi- 
cally designating some of his narrative 
works as well as outlining those he likens 
to the quick drawings artists use in 
order to “limber up” before a project. 
These “gesture poems”, as well as many 
more on the cusp of the style, are 
possibly the most startling in the book, a 
blur of ideas barely contained by the 
mechanics of language. At turns night- 
marish and dreamlike, they play on the 


OuI_pars 


reader's experiences as an individual in 
order to either entice or 
repel—sometimes both alternately in 
the confines of a single poem. The 
dynamic created, on and off the page, 
borders on the addictive. 


Also in the forward, Grube informs us 
of the randomness, both stylistic and 
chronological, of the banquet he has set 
out, the culmination of many years’ work 
and play in the realm of poetry. Despite 
the Classical, biblical and intellectual 
foundations of many of his works, the 
latter is particularly true, and evident in 
even the most structured of poems. 
Even at his most playful, however, John 
Grube’s treatment of the language is 
nothing if not reverential. Though it is 
obvious the words have been manipu- 
lated and almost invasively examined 
before coming to rest on the creamy 
ridges of the page (the paper used for 
God, Sex & Poetry is gorgeous) it is equally 
obvious that they have not been mishan- 
dled. The approach is more carefree than 
careless, and the resulting poems are 
clearly the product of a mind willingly 
opened up to all impulses in the name of 
exploration. Deconstructed, the words 
and phrases of the work can stand on 
their own as entire concepts, but it is 
Grube’s ginger touch as a “matchmaker” 
that makes the connections between 
them so powerful. Short or jong, narra- 
tive or abstract, the consistency of his 
vision and wisdom is what makes these 
poems—and, ultimately, this collec- 
tion—such a joy to experience. That is 
not to say that every piece will hit its 
mark with every reader, but | challenge 
anyone to tackle this book and not come 
away from the experience feeling 
somehow changed or challenged. 


Evocative, provocative, esoteric and 
lyrical, God, Sex & Poetry is a wonderful 
combination of modernity and mysti- 
cism, the type of book you'll want to 
revisit and reassess at various points in 
your life. This is a must-have for anyone 
who likes their words shaken, not stirred 
and served up in the most delicious 
manner. Bravo,Mr. Grube. W 


A favourite from the book: 


Furies 


The bacchantes have their 
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have everything under 


control, are cool, cool. 


A Greek dramatist would 
spot them under the dryer, 
would know them capable of 


murdering their own children. 
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(left) Quiet on the Set 
Four dead ladies on a sofa, 
courtesy of Nathalie Claude's 
play Emotions au Salon. 


(right) Hot Stuff 
Performer Robin Akimbo is a 
treat to watch on and off the 
stage. 


(above) Red Hot Mama 
Ruan heats up the night—as if it 
could get any hotter! 


(below) I'm Not a 
Drinker... 

Lola and Ivana deep in 
performance mode, 


(below) After the 


Play... We Play F 4 
Performer Panthea (left) (right) No one’s eoing to be 
and Val Desjardins “a kick Bored at This Event! 


The line-up of performances for the 
evening, which represents Montreal's 
largest lesbian cultural event. 


ass stage manager” party 
post-performance. 
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OUTPOST MONTREAL ja 


Mado est magnifique! 


By Brad Malmberg 


Luc Provost doesn’t need your love, but he’s not about to say no to it, either. As creator of 
provocative, loud and brutally humourous Mado Lamotte, Montréal’s drag queen supreme, Luc 
is exactly what Mado is not: soft-spoken, diminutive, shy. When the pantyhose are donned, 
however, Madame Lamotte is a tour de force,a character who has grown up with the Montréal 
gay community for the last fifteen years, 
known as much for her political and social bite 
as her “‘maquillage exagéré”’. 

This spring marks a special anniversary for 
the performer—not only has she proven the 
skeptics wrong by surviving her first year as 
owner of Cabaret Mado, a drag club at the 
west tip of the gay village, she has made it 
thrive, bringing in crowds almost every night 
with a rotating menu of variety shows, songs, 
tributes, and a showcase of talent both new 
and old. 


Provost welcomes me into his dressing 
room: large, pink and spilling over with dresses 
and feathers and a wall of wigs that would curl 
Cher’s toes. The makeup table is jammed with 
photographs, dolls, lotions, cutouts and 
marquee lights that give him an angelic glow as 
he perches on his chair. His speech is warm 
but deliberate, and he is clearly a man who 
takes very seriously his role of becoming 
Québéc’s second-most outrageous woman. 


Cameo appearance: the 
fabulous Mado Lamotte 


Outlooks: How’s business? 


Provost: Good. A bit exhausting, but very good. My regular schedule is four nights, plus 
one or two days of meetings and practices, and one day to write my articles. | basically work 
six days a week now. | went from one day a week to six days a week—one extreme to the 
other. 


Outlooks: The club has become a staple of Montréal nightlife. How long have been in opera- 
tion? 

Provost: A year and a month. It’s been fun—it’s not over yet, it’s still happening. We're still 
at the peak—we haven’t dropped on any of the nights. It’s hard to have people in your bar 
seven nights a week. For some people, Montréal is a big city, but for me it’s a small town. Ina 
month you’ve seen all the faces you can see, and in a business like a cabaret, you have to have 
different shows every night. We have to do that to attract the same people to come back. 


Outlooks: So how do you attract new audiences? 


Provost: You try to diversify your shows, put stars on top, and try to give the public what 
they want. | have been listening a lot this year to see what the people like. | always tell the girls 
to try to be up to date with what’s happening—people don’t want to see feathers and sequins 
anymore. When we do it, they like it, but it could not be every week, not like it used to be. It’s 
changing. Young kids listen to Britney Spears when they're ten years old now, so when they 
turn twenty, they're very up to date and we cannot give them Barbra Streisand. 


Outlooks: Does Montréal have its own unique drag scene? 


Provost: | would say yes. We have humour that’s not everywhere—the closest thing | found 
to Montréal drag queens was in Sydney. They have a lot of humour; they don’t try to take 
themselves too seriously or be too beautiful! [Laughs] Not that it’s not good to try to be 
beautiful! We can be very tacky here. It’s part of our culture—the rest of Canada thinks we 
want to separate but no, we want to keep our tackiness to ourselves! We also have a big scene, 
we have more than twenty-five drag queens that are working. You don’t see that in Toronto, 
you don’t see that in San Francisco, and Paris is dead, dead, dead! | was there two weeks ago: 
there are one or two drag queens that hang out in bars—they have a little cabaret that puts 
on shows but it’s these old transvestites doing the same shows they did in the ‘70s! It’s different 
in Europe, it’s more cerebral, so they don’t have to be onstage that much. In North America, 
we're so insecure—most of the people | work with onstage find some way of getting that love, 
attention, recognition... 


Outlooks: |s that why you do it? 


Provost: | do it because when | was young | wanted to be a comedian. | was studying in 
theatre, and | was already working as Mado in bars. | started with a friend, just for fun, and then 
we caught the—in French we say “j'ai attrapé la piqiine”. Which means... you cannot translate 


that [accurately] by “I caught the needle”, but it’s an expression. It’s like a drug—l couldn't 
control it;! wanted more and more of the stage. | had a public who were giving me attention, 
they were laughing at my jokes and it was exactly what | wanted to do. When youre an artist, 
you don’t want to do your art only for yourself, you want to share it with the world. For some 
artists, it’s for a million people, for some it’s a hundred. But it’s very important to have a public. 
| don’t do it just for myself or to show off or because I’m insecure—tt’s a passion. 


Outlooks: Do you remember the first time you 
put on a dress? 


Provost: Yeah, | was twenty-one or twenty-two. 
| was at The Poodle with a friend, and one night 
there was a party called “A Businesswomen 
Convention”. | dressed up as a secretary and he 
dressed up as my boss. We walked around with 
these ‘50s dresses, bad makeup of course, and we 
were a big success. We were “Les Soeurs 
Lamotte”. We wanted to be the Vulva Queens but 
the manager said the feminists would throw rocks 
at us! 


Outlooks: What do you try to bring to your 
audiences? Do you just try to make them smile? 


Reaching for the stars—it’s a 


Provost: There’s a little bit more than just 
life less ordinary for Luc Provost 


making them smile. I’ve always been a 
reactionary—all my young adult life, | was always the one 
to speak up. I’m always interested in what’s happening, in my world, in my society. | get excited 
about things | see, things that frustrate me, so | use Mado to communicate my opinion on things 
| couldn’t do as a boy. | think | gave a social role to Mado. Since she has such a big audience, 
she has so many fans, | thought, I’m going to use her to speak my mind, and say a lot of things that 
people think. It’s not only bitching for bitching. | try to be humble—some girls here, they're not 
even known and they have such a diva attitude, you know. I’m just a very shy, ordinary little boy 
who tries to speak loud when he’s not dressed up, but he can’t do it;! use Mado to speak my 
mind. | guess all the shyness of Luc gives Mado the power to be such a bigmouth! [Laughs] 


Outlooks: What are Mado’s words of wisdom? 

Provost: | used to say party party, party, party! But growing up | can’t say that 
anymore—now it’s just party, party! Life is too short to be boring—at least make your life fun. 
If you're not doing exactly what you expected to do, at least have fun. And that it’s OK to make 
mistakes—you learn from mistakes. I’ve made mistakes and | will keep making mistakes. Don’t 
be afraid of what people think. 


Mado Lamotte’s world can be explored at www.mado.gc.ca, or at Cabaret Mado, | 115 
Ste-CatherineE W 


Brad Malmberg is an ex-Vancouverite and Calgarian who now lives in Montréal. 
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Dear Freddy, 


My boyfriend is driving me nuts! 
Before the new Harry Potter book 
came out, all he did was talk about it, 
which I guess was fine. But, when the 
book was released and he got a copy, all 
he did was read until he finished it. Then 
he read it all over again! He even told me 
one night that he was too busy to “have 
some fun” and then pulled that stupid book 

out. | wound up surfing the ‘net and looking after my 
own needs. Now he’s talking about re-reading all the other ones in the 
series. Freddy, I’m going nuts—what should | do?! 


A. Desmond 


Dear Mr. Desmond, 


Ah, coupledom—what fun, what fun! | think I’m beginning to see the problem 
here, but let me get a few things, ahem, straight. You are upset because hubby has 
been obsessing over a bespectacled, birthmarked lad and not you, correct? And 
then you were forced to comfort yourself by checking out the postings on sites like 
chickenparts.com or the Schnitzel Factory or somesuch, a practice that, while fun, 
is not nearly as fulfilling as actual sex, right? And one last thing: you’re no relation 
to that washed-up silent film star Norma Desmond, are you? You do seem to be 
just as much of a drama queen... 


Anyway, Mr. D., what you need to do is find some common ground in your inter- 
ests, namely sex and fresh-faced supernatural heroes. | think the two of you should 
embark on a little project together, something that merges carnal action with lively 
and clever adventures. My suggestion is to jointly pen a knock-off series of books 
based on your partner’s Potter obsession; something along the lines of Harvey 
Rotter or Horny Porker. Just think the fun you two could have devising new and 
exciting escapades for your main character; | can see it now: Harvey Rotter and the 
Naughty Vicar or Horny Porker Meets the Brave Hamster. Fabulous. You could even 
write it under a pen-name like, | dunno, O.K. Rodgering or I.M. Howling—get the 
picture? You'll make millions catering to horny, bored couples like... well, you! Now 
bugger off and get started on your book—l’ve got better things to do than coach 
people on how to refresh their relationships in a healthy and enlightened manner. 


Best of luck, 
Fred 


P.S.There’s also a chance that it’s just over between the two of you and he’s using 
Master Potter as an excuse to not have to broach the subject. Whatever. 


F. 
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Dear Freddy 2-« Fess, 


A few months ago, | read a letter written to you by someone who hated 
that Frank guy on Trading Spaces. | hadn’t watched the show for long 
time and so I| tuned in again just check it out. They’ve got this new 
carpenter on there, Carter, who’s even hotter than Ty Pennington. My 
problem is that | was alone one morning watching the show and Carter 
“inspired me” to jerk off. Then my boyfriend came home and caught me 
in the act—and he’s furious! He thinks because | was masturbating to 
another guy that I’m not interested in him anymore. I’m stunned—l 
didn’t think | was doing anything wrong. Do you think this kind of thing 
is “mental cheating’? He certainly does. 


A Do-lIt-Yourselfer 


Dear DIY, 


Wow—| think if you were doing something wrong your boyf would be less upset; 
after all, bad wanking can hardly be considered cheating. And, really, is he trying to 
put across the idea that he doesn’t masturbate?! Please. If he didn’t, he’d be walking 
around with a runny nose all the time. Why don’t you throw it back to him and ask 
if a) he masturbates—anything less than ‘yes’ is a lie; the Pope’d do it if he had more 
energy—and b) who he thinks about when he does it. If he says you that’s also a 
lie—l’m not saying you’re not hot, DIY, but you are the type of guy who beats off to 
programs on The Learning Channel. Let me know how it all works out. 


Lots of love, 
Freddy 


Write to me, Dears! 


rs become the property of Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
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SUN. AUG 3 23:00-07:00 
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MASTERBEAT DJ 


Brett Henrichsen (Los Angeles) 
Official Stop of MASTERBEAT WORLD TOUR 


Visit RapturePrideVancouver.com 


in association 


to purchase tickets & passes, and for a chance to win free passes to 
Rapture Pride Events, 3 nights accommodation, and tickets to 
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Watch the 
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July 2003 


There will be plenty of steamy planetary action this July as planets heat up in Cancer and 
then in Leo. But keep a watchful eye out for Mars, which will butt shocking Uranus through 
most of the month and then retrograde on the 29th. Actions will definitely speak louder and 
prouder than words! Kaboom! 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


No sooner will you be comfortably nested in the bosom of your home than the planets 
will deliver a party to your door. July will be replete with fun, fancy and frolic for all proud 
Rams who can muster the energy. But as you get the party train on track, be sure to steer 
clear of retro Mars at the end of the month. Who is vying for a new direction? Which way 
is up comrade? Do you really care? 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


Queer Bulls can’t help but roar out the good news, but will it come out as a squeak? There 
will be many planets hovering in Cancer in early July and, as they trek into Leo, you may find 
yourself embroiled in family affairs. Is there a friend in sight? Perhaps, but with retro Mars 
conjuncting Uranus, you'll find that compadres may spark a few unwanted changes. Dig in 
your hooves. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


Cash in on your good fortune early in July, when the planets will find a way to pay your 
bills. But don’t go crazy on the charge card; by mid-month your interests will veer towards 
putting out fires in your career. Pink Twins should not take any professional action unless 
absolutely necessary. Mars retrogrades and makes your best moves deep potholes. Oops! 
Retirement anyone? 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


How do you like all this wonderful attention, rainbow Crab? There will be five planets 
dancing in your sign this July and you cannot help but be charming and charismatic. So woo 
the pants off of ‘em while you can and celebrate when the planets swerve into Leo. Turn your 
attention to the bottom line so it makes dollars and sense. Can money buy happiness? Let's 
find out! 


LEO (JULY 24 -AUGUST 23) 


There will be quite a few planets transiting Cancer in early July and proud Lions may feel 
quite a bit intuitive. But before you bank too much on your profound insights, the planets will 
move into your own sign and you'll be pushed into centre stage. You will be far too busy 
meeting and greeting to get caught up in your solitary thoughts. Good thing too; you should 
be Out and about, honey! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Queer Virgins will be popularity-plus this July as far-flung friends find them. Haul out the 
drinks and chips and have a gay old time. But as the month edges forward, you may find 
yourself more philosophical and spiritual. Planets in Leo suggest that there may be more to 
life than just a good time. Fuggetaboutit, bud—enjoy your summer and contemplate your 
navel in the fall. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


July will turn your attention to professional goals. Gay Libras will be poised and ready for 
success as many planets cluster in Cancer. But all work and no play will make for a very dull 
summer; thank goodness there is a planetary march into lusty Leo mid-month. You will be 
thrust into the social swim, so pack your bathing cap and dive in. Retro Mars will screw up 
your work projects anyway... 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


Proud Scorps cannot be tied in or tied down, as much as one would try. This July promises 
a bevy of interesting adventures (no names please!) across a range of exotic locations. Make 
your tracks before the planets shift into Leo in mid-month and you find yourself parachuted 
into the corporate arena. Ready to make a name for yourself? Does it have more than four 
letters? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


There is something exciting about these planets in Cancer. Gay Archers will suddenly be 
ready, raring and roasty hot. What a change of pace! But make hay while the sun shines; by 
mid-July the planets will shift and so will you. Travel awaits those who plan ahead. Do so 
immediately; Mars retrogrades on the 29th and upends home projects. Escape while escaping 
is good! 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Relationships will take up more of your attention in early July as the planets hover in 
emotional Cancer. Pink Caps can reinforce relationships or seek new ones, as they wish. By 
mid-July, the planets will move into Leo and heat up partnerships to a sexual boil. Poke the 
beehive and see who gets bitten. Retrograde Mars will make any move landscape changing. 
You have been warned! 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21! - FEBRUARY 19) 


Even though the summer sizzles, Aqueerians will be content to take care of the nitty-gritty 
rather than play. July will offer you a great opportunity to buckle down and get any onerous 
pile of tasks taken care of before the planets move on into Leo mid-month. After that, you'll 
be drawn to creating and maintaining relationships. Can you buy love? Retro Mars might pull 
out your chequebook... 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Toss your troubles to the four winds, at least in early July when planets in Cancer make 
life too fun and giddy for too much serious application. Good—Guppies will need a break! 
Enjoy it while you can, as planets will edge into Leo mid-month and turn up the speed on 
your treadmill and grindstone. Work it and get it out of the way.You do want to make a good 
first impression, don’t you? 

(c) 2003 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment 
Purposes Only. Cruise www.TheStarryEye.com for prescient horoscopes and insightful 
articles. Madam is the author of the highly acclaimed “‘HerScopes;A Guide To Astrology For 
Lesbians” from Simon & Schuster. This book would have won the Pulitzer had the voting 
not been rigged. 
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COLLECTIVE GAZE 


v 
Pride in full bloom 


By Laura Beazley 


The buzz had been escalating for over a month now. Invitations had been extended 
for cocktails and meetings at various times throughout the week. Pride day itself from 
breakfast through the wee hours was fully booked but it just wasn’t wooing me this year. 
A busy calendar had tired me out; | contemplated, instead, a peaceful day at home in the 
garden. The horrified shriek of a friend ended it. He'd called to discuss his Pride day outfit: 
a yellow-fringed sarong with a matching cap that he’d picked up in New York. He was 
thrilled. | was loath to tell him that | immediately saw a large banana making its way 
through the crowd. Instead | mentioned my change of plans. He was aghast and called his 
boyfriend, and then they launched into a series of horrified admonishments. Rather 
quickly, their dismay banished all notion of the quiet garden and bore me to Pride day. 


After breakfast with the boys | found myself perched precariously three stories above 
an endless stream of colourful floats. We had joined the minions on aged rooftops that 
once yearly somehow bear the weight of hundreds without collapsing. The streets below 
were lined with a sea of people, and what a diverse sea it was! Every type, every shape, 
every imaginable colour of the rainbow. My horrified friend was all smiles now. He 
sashayed around the roof looking exactly as | had thought he would, a giant ripe banana, 
but somehow it worked. Between his excitement and the parade | found myself grinning 
much like him, swept up in the euphoria of the day. 


When the parade finished, we wound our way towards Church Street. The barrage of 
bodies is always a challenge. It is not just the multitudes of people but friends and ex’s 
and all those you really don’t want to run into who inevitably appear. Every single one of 
them! How this is so when thousands have descended upon the streets | am not really 
certain, but there is an uncanny degree of serendipity in its chance occurrence. | held 
tightly to my girlfriend’s hand while the yellow sarong slowly led our small procession 
towards an afternoon cocktail. He beamed from ear to ear at the already-tired host and 
somehow managed to converge on a table and chairs. Within minutes our table was laden 
with decadent cocktails. 


join us for happy hour from noon - 8pm 


at ea, 


ocationis in 


Calgary 


each with self-contained smoking room! 


The Pointe Inn 
1808-19th St. N.E. 
(403) 291-4681 


17th Avenue 
1103 17th Ave. S.W. 
(403) 245-1030 
open 24 hours 


Westpoint Plaza 
#109- 683- 10th St. S.W. 
(403) 699-8882 


28 July 2003 


The day unfolded by our streetside table like a series of clips flashed from some age- 
old movie screen. | watched as a friend slowly flirted with a pretty woman at the next 
table. Apparently the meeting of that “potential” you’ve been eyeing for months is also 
wont to occur on this day more than any other. Their eyes danced back and forth in that 
slow dance of new desire; moments later their lips were locked. The sarong, who was 
immensely pleased, demanded a kiss from his boyfriend and ordered another round for 
the table. 


Beside us, the cutest muscular hunk of a guy found a chair for himself. He gently 
plunked his small Pekinese on the other seat and pulled out a crumpled version of 
Streetcar Named Desire from his back pocket. “It’s Stanley reborn,” the sarong whispered 
and the boys at our table nodded and ooohed in admiration. The hunk, who appeared 
quite content on his own, was seemingly oblivious to the tongues wagging at our table. 
The sarong, however, thought he looked lonely. He leaned over and tapped the muscular 
shoulder, “Perhaps you’d like to join us?” he asked very sweetly. The hunk laughed and 
pointed to a nearby balcony crammed with a ménage of other hunks. “That’s my apart- 
ment. | needed a moment of peace, but thanks for your offer.” Smiling like a Cheshire cat, 
he took a long swig of his beer before diving back into his book. The sarong gazed 
longingly at the balcony. 


On the street, two very old couples meandered slowly by. They walked with the air of 
those who have always been. |! watched them enviously wondering if one day my partner 
and | would exude that very air. The oldest sported a t-shirt that read in bold print; “Out 
of the closet and we're here to stay.’ They waved at us and we waved back. It suddenly 
struck me that the sweet old cotton tops had never experienced Pride Day in their 
younger years. Today we are infinitely privileged. Amongst multitudes of cute boys and 
beautiful girls, from the bare emergence to the bear’s emergence, from the divine to the 
sublime to the plain old Dick and Jane, the streets radiated with every colour of the 
rainbow. A wash of peace came over me likely enhanced by the afternoon wine. The air 
was thick with love and lust and a little bit of magic.| leaned over and kissed my girlfriend. 
This was better than the garden any day! The sarong, who missed nothing, leaned over to 
whisper in my ear. “And you weren't going to come!” = W 


Laura Beazley is a Toronto writer; she can be contacted by e-mail at laur.b@sympatico.ca. 
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Faneral Hor Home 


16204 Fort Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Howard & McBride 
Westlawn 
16310 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 


1) Vancouver's most recently 
elected mayor 

7) Kind of snake that killed 
Cleopatra 

8) Sentimental comedy from 
Christopher Livingston: Hit and 


10) Big Sur is located in the 
Andrew State Park 

11) This actor was mayor of 
Carmel-By-The-Sea 

12) Sunless bronzing method 
tested out in July Fashion 
column 

15) Canadian singers Amy or 
Heather 

18) He’s only a premier but he 
acts like a king 

20) He played gay on Dawson's 
Creek 

22) Title of “favourite” J. Grube 
poem 

23) Name of this month's 
Don’t You Wish model 

25) Chelsea Boy Nathan’s 
nephew has a big one of these 
27) Type of flower cover 
grooms are wearing 

28) L. Beazley spent TO Pride 
with this yellow fruit 

30) Saskatchewan-born, 
Toronto-based singer Jeff 

31) “Purple, talking, drag queen 
fish” in House of Morecock 

32) MLA for Vancouver- 
Burrard: Lorne 

Down 

2) Director of Development 


Howard & McBride 
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10179 108 Street 304 - 18th Avenue S.W. Box 3, Site 17, R.R. 7 
Edmonton, Alberta 


TSB-4K3 TSj-1L1 
Phone: (780) 472-9019 Phone: (780) 422-1141 


South Side 
Memorial Chapel 
8310 - 104 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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(780) 432-1601 
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Leyden's 
Funeral Home 


Calgary, Alberta 
T2S-0C3 
(403) 228-4422 


Leyden's 
Funeral Home 
4079 Ist Street W. 
Claresholm, Alberta Sherwood Park, Albe! 
TOL-OTO 
(403) 625-3212 
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"Mountain View 
Funeral Home. 
Calgary, Alberta > 

T2P-2G7 
Phone (403) 272-5555 
Glenwood 


Funeral Home 
52356 R.R. 232 


TSB-1B8 
(780) 467-3337 


clues & words by Outlooks staff 


answers on page 41 
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for Toronto’s PWAF 
3) B.C’s Solicitor-General: Rich 


4) Toronto’s friends for Life 
event is this type of rally 

5) Southeast Asian country 
with “very poor shopping” 

6) Outrageous and successful 
Montreal grag queen: Mado 


8) Student hired to work with 
seniors in Winnipeg 

9) He of The Inferno or 
newcomer in Lickity Split 

13) Title of Dewar cartoon on 
page 5 


OurTipeaKxs 


14) Colour of judge’s wig on 
cover 

16) Frozen with fear or title of 
reviewed CD 

17) Name of new carpenter on 
Trading Spaces 

19) Freddy’s suggestion for a 
protagonist, not Harvey Rotter 
21) This red planet will menace 
the cosmos in July 

24) Collection of poems by J. 
Grube: , Sex & Poerty 

26) Media mogul who built a 
castle or famous Patty 

29) First name of House of 
Morecock title character 
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) OUTSIDE THE BOX — < 


In The Life, Under The Pink Carpet, Jawbreaker, Shout, So Gay TV, 
Undressed, Dyke TV, Gimmie Gimmie Gimmie, She Spot, Prisoner: Cell 
‘Block H, Steamy Knights, Kids In The Hall, Locker Room, Eros, Queer TV, 
The Jack E. Jett Show, So Graham Norton, In The Life, Queer as Folk, 
Docs Outside the Box, Out In The City, Frisky Femmes, The Secret Life 
of Us, Urban Fitness TV, Fluid, So Fla Q, Brothers, Elvira Kurt, Bump!, 
Undercovers, XXXtreme Heat, Savoir Faire, Pride Visionaries, G Factor, 
: Dame Edna, Body and Soul Yoga, What's tor Dinner, Because | Said So! 


seplus: numerous $GLBT movies, eras, documentaries musicals 
Boo oe! “and sracielss | 
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By Jason Fantastic 


When my friend Catharine approached me 
about joining her on a six-month extended 
vacation around Asia, | immediately thought the 
idea was fabulous. We had already been living in 
Tokyo for three years at this point and had gone 
on loads of fantastic little jaunts around the 
region. My mind was immediately filled with ideas. 
Lounging at the Intercontinental in Bali. Shopping 
trips in Hong Kong. Fine dining at the Oriental 
- Hotel in Bangkok. | bounced up and down like a 
high school girl. “Beaches, shopping, eating! 
Beaches, shopping, eating!” My excitement was 
building when, like a pink Cadillac screeching to a 
halt, she dropped the “word”. It was as if in slow 
motion... 


“No, Jason, | don’t think you quite understand. 


Just like Barbie, it comes in We shall go baaaccckkkpppaaaccckkkiiinnnggg.” 


“themes”... meet Travelling Jason. 
Hair-care products and emery 
board not included 


“I’m sorry,’ | said letting out a nervous little 
giggle, my eyes wild with fright. “I thought you said 
backpacking.” 


“| did,” she replied, “Now get up off the floor, we 
have plans to make.” 


What to bring? | thought to myself while staring into my empty Louis Vuitton trunk. If 
| could not travel in style, was damn well going to travel with style.““Six months is approx- 
imately 180 days, so | guess | shall need 180 outfits,” | calculated, very proud of myself for 
my superior math skills. “I will also need a full supply of Body Shop soaps, Clinique M 
Lotion, KMS Molding Paste, fabulous sandals, a new camera for pictures of self...” The list 
was endless. Off | went to meet up with Catharine for some last minute purchases. 


“You can only bring what you can carry,’ she said. 


“How am | supposed to fit everything into my Gucci clutch?! This is simply not going 
to work,” | sighed. “Can’t we hire a Sherpa or rent a camel or something?” Her response 
was clearly in the negative. Back to the drawing board. 


| treated myself to a gorgeous new Armani backpack and filled it to the brim with only 
the barest of necessities, feeling quite proud at narrowing it down to only five footwear 
items. “I will simply have to be keenly aware of Kodak moments so as not to be seen too 
often in the same outfit,’ | promised myself aloud. It sounded like a mantra. 


A few weeks later, off we went to the airport, whizzing along in a Japanese Bullet Train 
as urban life literally flashed before my eyes. | was not looking forward to the plane ride 
to Bangkok. Catharine had insisted that we fly economy class, since we were now on a 
Bridgett, or a budgie, or whatever that word is. Oh right—budget. | was never very good 
with new vocabulary. 


And so it began, six months of travel throughout Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
India and Indonesia and a near-death experience in each (not including multiple cockroach 
sightings). | cannot even begin to describe the gorgeous, fabulous little things that | 
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bought. Oh, yes, and the local culture was lovely, too. Almost forgot about that. 


Thailand is a true gem. Travellers to Thailand are not. Hairy tourists in butt floss bikinis 
tend to detract from fabulous beach surroundings. Luckily, | had brought very dark 
sunglasses. 


Thai near death experience: while happily munching away on my Tom Yam Kun soup, | 
chewed up and swallowed a whole okra, only to discover upon swallowing that it was in 
fact a whole jalapeno pepper. Not pleasant. 


Laos is a bit of a bore. Very rural. 
Laotian near death experience: very poor shopping. Tragedy. 


Vietnam is absolutely amazing. Incredible people, gorgeous beaches, top quality lacquer 
wear. 


Vietnamese near death experience: lost inner nosepiece on Prada sunglasses. Gave 
eulogy. 


Cambodia was my favourite. The temples at Ankor Wat are the most spectacular things 
| have ever seen (besides Rob Lowe in About Last Night). The lesbians in my life were green 
with envy when they discovered | had been to the actual site where Angelina Jolie’s Tomb 
Raider was filmed. Eat your hearts out, sisters! 


Cambodian near death experience: motorbike riding at break-neck speeds. Will estab- 
lish limousine company in Cambodia as future entrepreneurial project. 


India was the most challenging but also the most interesting. A tad on the dirty side, 
however. If my bare foot acciden- 
tally touched the ground, | would 
have had to lop it off. 
Unsalvageable. 


Indian near death experience: } 
discovered a poisonous asp (the 
kind of snake that killed 
Cleopatra) in our hut in the 
middle of the desert billions of © 
miles away from civilization (and 
even farther away from a proper — 
toilet). Very proud of self for ~ 
maintaining composure while standing on large wicker 
chair as locals beat it to death with sticks. Felt manly for 
not crying. Grrrrrr. 


Hey, Catharine—does this 
elephant make me look 
“hippy’? 


Indonesia, the final destination. Bali is paradise. Amazing, beaches, amazing shopping, 
amazing food. Like Madonna sang in Dick Tracy,““Who could ask for anything more?” 


Indonesian near death experience: nearly got hernia carrying vast purchases back to 
hotel room. 


And so, with inspiration taken from a wise genius of song, Gloria Gayner, | did survive. 
Even on a Bridgett. It just goes to show that we queens can do anything if we put our 
minds to it. Of course, it’s also helpful having friends like dear Catharine, cockroach killer 
extraordinaire, who would have kicked my gay ass all the way back to Canada if | hadn’t 
taken this fabulous trip! W 


After a year on www.pridevisiontv.com, Jason Fantastic has found a new home 
at www.slackalice.ca, with a new article published each Saturday. Comments 
can be sent to jasonisms@yahoo.ca. 
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Rallying around a cause 


By Rick Matthews 


On the eve of the new millennium, lan 
Mahaffy pinched himself because he was 
> supposed to be dead. Five years previously, his 
® doctor had told him he had two years left to 
live. Yet, there he was, celebrating with pride on 
New Year’s Eve 2000, alive and living life to its 
fullest. 


It seems that defying the odds and pushing 
F the limits has become second nature for 
Mahaffy, who has volunteered for the speaker’s 
bureau of Toronto People With AIDS 
, Foundation (TPWAF) for the last eight years. 
He promotes HIV/AIDS awareness to commu- 
' nity groups, classrooms and to major compa- 
nies. Right now, however, he’s busy getting 
ready for the foundation’s upcoming Friends for 
Life Bike Rally—and he’s got a lot to do in 
preparation for the event because, unlike years 
past, he’s not just volunteering for the event, 
he’s actually peddling the 660km from Toronto to 
Montréal. 


Proud participants in one of the 
TPWAF's largest annual 
fundraisers 


To start, Mahaffy’s has to get new tires for his 
mountain bike and work training for the six long days of demanding cardio (the duration 
of the rally) into a very busy volunteer schedule. Yet, the biggest preparatory challenge 
Mahaffy feels he has right now is raising the minimum requirement of $2,000 in pledges 
for participation in the rally, which is less than four weeks away. July 28th will come 
quickly—but he’s already fast at work scouring Toronto’s shopping malls to drum up some 
corporate sponsorship. Everybody in Spandex... just imagine that Gap ad! 


Last year, the rally raised more than $400,000 for the Toronto PWA Foundation and 
the Farha Foundation (in Montréal). This year, with more than 200 riders taking part in 
the event, the foundation is hoping to increase that figure to $500,000. It’s the single 
largest TPWAF fundraising event of the year. And, while the Foundation clearly has a lot 
riding on this event, what motivates them isn’t just the bottom line. 


“The ride is all about compassion, understanding and awareness,” says Raymond Helkio, 
Director of Development and Communications for TPWAF. “In each community we visit, 
we are greeted with interest and we hope that this helps foster understanding of the 
20,000 men, women and children living with HIV/AIDS in Ontario. Every community is 
touched by HIV/AIDS.” 


Now in its fifth year, the event will make stops in small towns in Eastern Ontario in 
Quebec. Each night, participants—who are followed the entire way by a small army of 
cube vans carrying their gear and a ton of sponsored food—set up camp, eat and get 
some necessary rest. More than anything, these rest stops are a chance for participants 
to share their stories with each other and the reasons they’re taking part. Their stories, 
say Mahaffy, “can’t help but move you” and then quickly adds, “because they really are an 
amazing group of people”. Whether gay or straight, whether they're riding for a lost 
family member, a best friend or just to show they care, they take part and refuse to quit. 


Despite beautiful days of sunshine, last 
year’s group survived countless nights of 
torrential rain, a tornado warning and a 
flash flood but, according to Mahaffy, 
“nothing [was] going to stop these guys 
from getting to Montréal.” If anything, ii 
these challenges only made them push 
harder. And Mahaffy says that, just like the 
personal challenges many of them face as 
they battle HIV/AIDS,what helped them 
get through it all was laughter. 


A tent-ative respite 
from the gruelling pace 


To Mahaffy, the bike rally is more than 
just a challenging physical journey for many of the people 
taking part, it’s also an emotional and spiritual voyage. Last 
year, as the cyclists rode down St. Catherine Street to the 
finish line in downtown Montréal, escorted by police and cheered by people lining the 
street, tears streamed down many of their faces, so overcome were they by the tremen- 
dous sense of accomplishment. Despite the obstacles, they'd made it—a rare and 
touching moment that personifies our individual potential. 


As it has in years past, this year’s Friends for Life Bike Rally will once again end with 
the group marching in Montréal’s Pride parade on August 3rd, where they'll share their 
enthusiasm with the thousands of people who come out to show their pride. 


When all is said and done, Mahaffy expects to be there in Montréal, knowing he’s just 
finished an incredible personal challenge and given back to an organization that helped 
him to find his voice when he felt he’d lost it. He may even have to pinch himself. He'll 
also have one more story to tell to inquisitive preschoolers and seniors about what it’s 

really like to live with HIV. And when 

me he’s asked if he’s afraid of dying (a 

question often posed to him), he'll 

sincerely tell them all that he’s not, 

ig because he’s too busy finding the joy in 

me life. 

= His reasons for facing the challenges 

~ presented by the rally are simple: 

“There’s no year like the present,” says 
Mahaffy, “so let’s just do it.” 


To learn more about the rally, 
including how to participate, visit 
www.bikerally.org. W 
Rick Mathews is a freelance journalist based in 
Toronto. With the aim of taking a true look at the 
diversity of the gay community he’s done work for 
fab and appeared as a guest-host on SoGayTV. 


Undaunted: a pyramid of power and 
passion at the Friends For Life Bike 
Rally 
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SurrReY BEAR COMPETITION 
DAY'S INN 


(below) No Wonder the Cows Are Going 
Mad—They’ve Been Massacred to Make 
Sashes! 

Titleholders on hand included (back row, from left) Barney, 
Paul, Tyler, Mimi, Stacy and Robert. Jeff and Paige Turner are 
“down in front”. 


Cs 
(above) No, No—I’m 
Talking Girth! 

Martin Rooney engaged in an 
obviously quite animated 
conversation with Peter Coolen 
at the Surrey Bears event. 


(above) Bear Left, Bear 
Right—Who Wrote 
This Map?! 


- OIRO SSMS Lance and Carl (rear view) 
(above) Patience ‘Til the Payoff fake’a moment to/cool/off as 


the competition heats up. 


Candidates Brent Harrison and Russ Wade 
await their fate at the hands of the judges. 
Talk about a Right Guard moment! 


West Enp SENIORS NETWORK 
Dine WitTH PRIDE FUNDRAISER PRESIDENT’Ss Awarnps CEREMONY 
BOAST PLAZN ROTEL & SUITES COAST PLAZA HOTEL & SUITES 


BU REET TES AE SRS 
a 86 , 
Rie 
i 


++ J, 
(below) Mayencourtship? SiON bbe bh f 
Not quite—just a friendly hello on be Cie ies 
from MLA Lorne to Vancouver ee 


Mayor Larry Campbell. 


Dee cena 


Vancouver City 
Councillor Tim 
Stevenson admiring “all 
that glitters”. 


eee 


STORE = 


(above) Most Happy Fella 
Pumpjack’s Steven Bauer proudly 
shows off his “package” for the 
camera. 


(left) A Proud 
Pouch... Or Is That 
Moment? 

Vince Marion accepts the 
| award on behalf of 
Pumpjack, as Steven Bauer 
} and West End Seniors’ 

} Network President Peggy 
Morrison look on. 


(above) Plaque Removal 
Host Randy Newburg poses with 
his Commitment to Pride award. 


(left) Pride 
Pyramid 

(From left) 
Vancouver Pride 
Society Co-chairs 
Shawn and Randy 
Out to enjoy a bit of 
air after dining with 
decided pride in 
anticipation of the 
upcoming event. The 


Same-SeEX MARRIAGE FORUM (left) Proud 
SANDS HOTEL apomories 
Vancouver Centre MP 
Hedy Fry shares with 
the audience the 
lengths to which she, 
Svend Robinson and 
others went to push 
same-sex marriage 
through a Justice 
Committee vote. 


(below) Stevenson 

Speaks Out 

Vancouver City Councillor Tim 

Stevenson expresses his joy—and 

i concerns—over the recent 

Vancouver Sun's federal decision to possibly green- 

Malcolm Parry light same-sex marriage in 

(above) very Canada. 

graciously completes (above) Doctor in the House 

the configuration for Vancouver Centre Liberal MP Dr. Hedy Fry 

them. (centre) with Pumpjack's Vince Marion and 
Angus Praught, of Gayvan.com Travel 
Marketing. 


(right) Call for 
Vigilance 
Vancouver-Burrard MLA 
Lorne Mayencourt urges 


oe, Joy-ous those gathered to lobby 
=feceeriedt federal politicians to vote 


Opposition Leader Joy ‘yes’ on same-sex marriage. 
McPhail , out to 
support the 25th 
anniversary of 
Vancouver Pride with 
help from pal Ron 


Stipp. 
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By John Ayres 


Felix and Oscar 
Meet 
Alex and Elliot. 


HiTan 
a RU NWAY 


Vaca. prannarinaoangesss 


Directed by: Christopher 
Livingston 

From: Lot 47 

Running Time: 105 minutes 

Release Date: 2000 


| don’t “do” cute very well. 
Christopher Livingston, however, 
does—so much so that | found myself 
falling head over heels for his romantic 
comedy Hit and Runway. The title initially 
caught my eye as a pay-per-view offering 
from the local cable company... one of the 
titles unavailable to me because said 
company is not my Internet provider. No 
matter, the film was readily available on 
both video and DVD and came with an 
enthusiastic endorsement from the 
clerk—generally a very good sign in an 
outlet that doesn’t belong to a mega 
rental chain. 


Hit and Runway is both the name of the 
film and the title of a fictitious script at 
the centre of its action. Alex Andero 
(Michael Parducci) is an aspiring screen- 
writer with a head full of corny block- 
buster dreams. Frustrated with his 
“progress” in an evening scriptwriting 
class and intent on penning a vehicle for 
action star Jagger Stevens, Alex enlists 
the help of a more accomplished writer, 
Elliot Springer (Peter Jacobson). The pair 
is a study in contrasts: Alex is straight, a 
bit thick and full of Italian machismo; 
Elliot is gay, intellectual and full of Jewish 
self-deprecation. 


The combination, in terms of this 
storyline, clicks like castanets. 


As the two proceed with their collab- 
oration, art and life begin to blur and 
their personal relationships serve to 
drive the script they’re working on 
forward. In Elliot’s case, his budding 
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romance with a young actor, Joey (ex- 
Dawson’s Creek “homo” Kerr Smith), 
helps bring a renewed spark to his wit 
and creativity. For Alex, the realization 
that he is actually attracted to his bespec- 
tacled classmate Gwen (Judy Prescott) 
helps him to see the value of Elliot’s 
perspective on love, writing and life. As 
the story progresses, romantic and 
professional twists and turns help to 
cement the script and the relationships 
between the characters, despite 
numerous obstacles that crop up along 
the way. Once completed and “pitched” 
to a major Hollywood producer, the final 
Hit and Runway screenplay turns out to 
be the biggest obstacle of all, forcing the 
key players to re-examine themselves, 
their craft and their interaction with 
those around them. The payoff is 
generous—and well-earned on both 
sides of the screen. 


Performance-wise, Peter Jacobson’s 
appeal knows no bounds: neurotic, wise, 
woeful and witty, his Elliot manages to 
bring freshness to a stereotype and turns 
out to be a real screen gem. Likewise, 
Hit’s co-star Michael Parducci, as the 
inept and reckless Alex, is completely 
engaging—and quite hot in that “aw- 
shucks-pizza-box-under-the-sofa” kind of 
way. Judy Prescott and Kerr Smith, as 
Alex and Elliot’s “love interests” respec- 
tively, are also both outstanding in their 
roles. 


Overall, Hit and Runway is lighthearted, 
sentimental and a good deal of fun, 
although it does offer some measure of 
wisdom with its laughs. Writer/director 
Livingston has done an admirable job of 
striking this balance, particularly since 
this storyline offers tremendous oppor- 
tunity for playing the comedy too 
broadly. A measure of this success is also 
likely due to Jaffe Cohen, Livingston’s co- 
writer on the film. Cohen, a well-known 
gay, Jewish comic (Joan Rivers is a big fan) 
possesses the type of sly wit that makes 
ordinarily miserable situations seemed 
hilarious, and his deft touch is in evidence 
here. He also has a brief cameo appear- 
ance near the end of the film in an Elliot- 
penned play entitled Chicken of the Sea. 


Whether you're unlucky in love and 
need some comedic commiseration, or 
just in search of a good laugh, Hit and 
Runway is an excellent way to pass an 
evening—or even a few emotional “gall” 
stones that have been rattling around in 
your psyche for far too long. Highly 
recommended. 


Best Lines (it’s a tie): 
Alex: Hopeless is not a word in my 
vocabulary. 
Elliot: | suspect there are a Jot of 


words that aren’t in your vocabu- 
lary. 


Elliot: | am not the type of man 
who inspires lust—I bought a dildo 
once; it lost its erection. 
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A new lease on life in the 
West End? 


Fears that spiraling rents will drive West End Vancouver residents out of house and home 
are more speculation than fact, according to Liberal MLA Lorne Mayencourt. 


By Gerard MacMullin 


“There's absolutely been a lot of fear-mongering around it, and we've been clear, I've been 
clear, the Solicitor General's been clear; three to four percent increases annually as a maximum,” 
he says. 


At issue are changes to the Residential Tenancies Act, set to take effect this summer, which 
could see landlords increase rent by as much as four percent annually, plus the consumer price 
index. But the most contentious amendment is a catch-up clause that allows imposition of three 
years’ worth of compound rent increases at one time. Many people worry that the retroac- 
tive raises will translate into unbearable increases of up to twenty percent or more—just in 
time for the 2010 Olympics. 


Mayencourt’s Vancouver-Burrard riding includes the West End, with its high-density residen- 
tial district bordering Stanley Park. Rents here are already among the highest in the country. 
More than eighty percent of the residents are apartment dwellers, many of them gay. In 
addition, the area is home to senior citizens, working people, students and the disabled. More 
than a thousand clients of AIDS Vancouver live here, close to St. Paul’s Hospital and the services 
so essential to their survival and quality of life. 


Vancouver City Councillor Tim Stevenson is outraged by the changes and the manner in 
which the province of British Columbia is brushing off criticism. “How is it fear-mongering 
when it’s their legislation?” he says. “Their legislation says they can go back retroactively three 
years...it’s not fear-mongering; it’s merely pointing out what's coming down the line—where 
else can you do that? Tell me another area where you can retroactively collect?” 


Stevenson echoes the concerns of groups like AIDS Vancouver, the West End Residents 
Association and the Tenants Rights Action Coalition, all of whom feel renters are in for a rude 
awakening. In addition to facing higher housing costs, renters are losing an array of protections, 
including the right to dispute increases. Tenants could previously fight raises if property owners 
failed to do maintenance or repairs; now landlords won't be required to justify increases by 
carrying out major improvements, and they'll even be permitted to ask for increases higher than 
the new guidelines mandate. 


All of this may sound weighted in favour of the property owners, but according to 
Mayencourt, it’s not. The MLA says the changes will give a fair deal to both landlords and renters 
by stabilizing the market and developing better quality housing. 


“We want to give landlords enough money to maintain the buildings. That’s what the rent 
increase allows,’ he says, adding that “*...we’ve lost way too many buildings in the West End as 
a result of landlords letting the buildings fall to pieces.” 


He feels a stable rental market is the best thing for everyone. 


“We have dozens and dozens and dozens of buildings that have been ripped down and 
turned into condos. A lot of my [constituents] and a lot of people who live here can’t afford 
them,” he says. 


Stevenson was an NDP cabinet minister when he was defeated by Mayencourt, a Liberal 
newcomer, in the 2001 provincial election. He reemerged as a city councillor last fall with the 
left-leaning Coalition of Progressive Electors. One of the repeated warnings of his municipal 
campaign was that redevelopment of Davie Street threatened to destroy the character of the 
gay village. Now, he says, the likelihood of huge rent increases is adding even more pressure. 


“There are lots of average working gay people who will not be able to afford these kind of 
rents...it will mean lots of gay people won't be able to live in this area and they'll have to go 
elsewhere,” he warns. 


“Davie Street will change. Automatically it will start to get high end, [for] people who can 
pay the big bucks,’ he adds. 


“We in the City have decided we need to do something. It’s under provincial jurisdiction 
and that’s a huge problem because they control that legislation. So we've instructed the staff 
to see what's within our jurisdiction,” Stevenson continues. “What can we do in light of this 
onslaught, this gutting of the Residential Tenancies Act?” 


B.C. Solicitor-General Rich Coleman has already assured Vancouver Mayor Larry Campbell 
that several proposals are still under review. When contacted by Outlooks, Coleman’s office was 
unable to give details of what is being studied or exactly when the new rules will take effect. 
Coleman's representative promised to provide the information, but failed to do so by press 
time. 

Councillor Stevenson says the Province and Mayencourt have had to backtrack several times 
on comments concerning the changes. He says the City will keep the pressure on Victoria to 
rethink the new law. 


Set 


Vancouver City Councillor 
Tim Stevenson 


Vancouver-Burrard MLA 
Lorne Mayencourt 


Mayencourt feels much of the discussion is simply not based on fact. 


“We don’t even know; | mean, the regulations aren’t written, in terms of the retroactive 
[clause],’ the MLA says. “That's been a real problem in that people are speculating. And it’s 
fear-mongering speculation that was really designed to kill the Olympic bid. That’s really what it 
was about.” 


He believes when the changes hit the marketplace, the real picture will emerge. 


“What we've done is that we've designed the Residential Tenancies Act so that it’s easy to 
understand. It forces landlords to respect the rights of tenants, and forces them to put in 
reasonable rent controls, and provides a stable rental stock here in the West End. That helps 
people have affordable housing. That’s what it’s all about.” W 


Gerard MacMullin is a writer/broadcaster who lives in Vancouver's West End. 
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The Bayside Lounge 
Enjoy Vancouver’s best 
loved Martini Bar 
overlooking English Bay 
or Checkers Bar & Grill, 
our own Sports Bar. 
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Lickity Split 
From: All Worlds Video 


The House of 
Morecock 
From: Greenweod/ 
Cooper Home Video 


Featuring: Jackson Price, Tiger, Lance Gear, Ryan Zane, Logan Krewe, Evan 
Taylor, Thomas Bond, Logan Reed, Chad Hunt, Dante Foxx, Rick Ritter 


Running Time: 80 minutes 


What could be more enticing on a hot summer day than a visit to the local ice cream 
parlour,a 1950s-style diner that comes complete with two handsome sailors ready to serve 
you? Only Chi Chi LaRue could assemble a cast such as this one, and she brings some of 
the best men in the business together for a real treat. Not only are there ice cream cones, 
fruity sundaes and banana splits ready for the longest tongues and hottest mouths, they are 
served by the cutest staff imaginable. 

As the movie opens, Chad Hunt is sitting at a table with his friend Dante Foxx, as they 
enjoy a fully loaded fruit sundae and ice cream cone. Seated at the counter is Logan Krewe 
enjoying his own icy delight,and Chad and Dante can’t help noticing that he is cruising them 
from across the room. At the same time, Logan is asking the two sailors behind the 
counter (Tiger and Jackson) if they know who the guy in the black leather jacket is and 
where he's from. Neither knows newcomer Dante; however, this fresh guy in town quickly 
proves he’s not shy and joins Logan to share his sundae. The coldness of the ice cream is 
quickly replaced by a hot French kiss and an incredible sexual exploration between the two 
is soon well underway. Logan quickly reveals his beautiful long, thick member, much to 
Dante's delight. Across the room, Chad decides he’s not going to be left out and this horse- 
hung stud reveals where his reputation comes from. It’s only a matter of moments before 
the two sailors get into the action, making it all hands on deck for a “sundae” afternoon 


orgy. 


Jessica Rabbit said it best with her now-famous line, “I’m not bad, I’m just drawn that 
way.” In the erotic animated feature House of Morecock, title character Jonas Morecock is 
drawn bad to the bone—his own and everyone else's! And creator/writer/director Joe 
Phillips has obviously gone to a lot of trouble in putting House of Morecock together; after 
all, you have to be pretty dedicated to animation in order to illustrate cum-shots over and 
over again! 

This flick is actually comprised of many shorter tales, ostensibly a House of Morecock 
marathon watched by a “real life” couple we are introduced to at the beginning in a corny 
black-and-white montage. Snuggled into their bed with bananas to snack on over the 
course of the series, the pair watches as blond-haired, blue-eyed Jonas tangles with all 
manner of nasties from the netherworld—and still manages to get off at least once in every 
naughty encounter! It's not so much Scooby-Doo as Scooby-Do-Me, and much more fun, 


This group of five demonstrates every way possible to make such an activity fun, and 
then grows in number with each new customer that arrives. Even though these 
“innocents” are looking for a cool summer treat, they are quick to join the hot action and 
easily forget the reason they came in the first place. And that’s not hard to do when a 
naked Chad Hunt is on the welcoming committee! The two sailors are also eager to prove 
that they give the best service any staff member possibly could. When the orgy number 
“swells” to a group of eleven hot, hung, studs, the action heats up to a climax. Afterward, 
all concerned need ice cream to cool off. With Lickity Split, the house special of the day 
runs hot and cold with a great deal of lip-smacking pleasure. Hungry yet?! 


Review sponsored by Rainbow Pride Resource Centre, 
2nd Floor, 1229 16 Avenue S.W. Calgary 
Ph: (403) 266-5685 


RATING: our OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: k&*k*& SET: &k* 
BODIES: 4k STORY: *&*e*& 
ACTION SCENES: * tk 


down a Hentai-esque lover; in a battle for our hero's soul, the action takes place in an M.C. 
Escher-inspired purgatory. There's even a “purple, talking, drag queen fish” named Flotilla 
that plays a role in Jonas’ encounter with the merman. With a wink and a nod to camp 
glamour, this sassy sidekick comes with backup singers and a perfectly rehearsed musical 
number! 

All in all, House of Morecock is more a fun curiosity than a turn-on—although if 
naughty, nekkid cartoons can get you off, more power to ya! If that’s the case, popcorn and 
lube are recommended for your own adventure with Jonas Morecock. Lights off? Roll ‘em! 


Review sponsored by Express Video, 
#202-11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480 


Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 
Available on DVD 


RATING: ourT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


ANIMATION: *& kee SET: kt Ik 
CONCEPT. tok STORY: tototok 
ACTION SCENES: *&*& 


to boot. Over the course of the movie, Jonas encounters (and gets laid by) a merman, a 
chaps-and-harness-wearing devil, a mulatto angel and a gold rush-era ghost, among many, 
many others. He even scolds a couple of X-Files types named Dan Mully and Foxy Sculder 
after they preventing him from receiving “... the anal probe of a lifetime” during an alien 
encounter. 

Creator Joe Phillips should be commended for not making House of Morecock a toss- 
off, in every sense of the term. The character design is fun and sexy, although surprisingly 
restrained given the sky’s-the-limit nature of animation. Nonetheless, all the characters are 
more than adequately hung and their orgasmic aim is always “bang-on”. Phillips’ frame of 
reference is also quite broad: in the segment entitled Gogeerah, Jonas beds (rather, futons) 
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Gay & Lesbian Community Services Association 


Between Men 
A peer support group for gay or bisexual men and 
everything in between. Topics range from sexual 
health to well being. 
Drop in Mondays, 7 pm to 8:30 pm upstairs at 
Money Pennies 
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resource 
support 
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403.234.8973 
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Before | get started, let’s make one thing 
clear: he’s Straker with an “a”, not Stryker 
with a “y”. And this Jeff's talent is likely to 
improve, not fade, with age. Born in Punnichy, 
a Saskatchewan town with a population of 
260, Jeff Straker spent a good deal of his 
formative years “... snapping the strings on 
the old upright while pounding out 

Beethoven,” an exercise that obviously paid 
off. (After all, in at town of less than 300, 
how much else could there be to do?!) 
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By John Ayres 


For the past seven years, he has been accli- 
matizing to life as a Torontonian and an 
emerging Canadian musician. Make that gay 
Canadian musician, although Straker is by no 
means a “gay artist” in the often conde- 
scending way industry A & R people use the 
term. Though he makes no bones about his 
preference for, well, “bones”, the twenty- 
seven-year-old is above all else a singer- 
songwriter—and rather a good one, at that. 
Straker’s music is honest and eloquent, an 
obvious by-product of years of training and a 
genuine love for his craft. On his debut full- 
length CD Petrified, he offers listeners a more 
than passing aural glimpse of his capabilities as 
both a lyricist and singer, primarily in the 
Petrified Roots-Pop genre. 
By: Jeff Straker 


Release Date: 2003 


The album starts off a bit too gently for my 
liking with a song entitled | Don’t Think So, 
perhaps not one of the collection’s strongest 
efforts but a fair indication of the talent that 


lies ahead. By cut three, Tumbleweeds, 
Straker is really shining, singing with the 
conviction and ease that comes with 
performing one’s own material. This point is 
driven home with the following track, the title 
song Petrified, which highlights his abilities in 
a most positive way. Catchy, energetic and 
cleverly crafted, this is the song that, in my 
opinion, would have kicked the CD off in a 
more commanding manner; it is doubtless the 
greatest crowd-pleaser in the repertoire 
whenever he performs live. Similarly, Tripped 
is a genuinely appealing showcase of Straker’s 
talents, particularly when it comes to writing. 
The song's chorus: 


But | tripped on you, fell in love, and stumbled 
into eternity 


I'm falling farther and faster, to the heart of the 
matter of what you do to me 


| tripped on you, fell in love, and stumbled into 
eternity 


And when | started to fall you didn’t mind at 
all, you took my hand and just let me 


Oh you just let me fall... 


comes off with great energy and convic- 
tion, a true sign that the material is heartfelt 
and shared with emotional generosity. 
Subsequent tracks Subliminal and Love And 
Everything After are also definitively Straker, 
although the former does somewhat 
acknowledge the earliest and most “pop-y” 


THAT WAS A GREAT MEAL, REESE. You ARE THE 
BEST cook. 
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SO WHAT'S 


BY 
GLEN HANSON 
and 


ALLAN NEUWIRTH 


Natuan visits His 
SiSTER Risa AND 
HER FAMILU FoR 

DINNER... 


WIHADDAYA MEAN? DAVES ALWAYS 
BEEN Cool WITH ME -- BesioEs, 
THE Kip’s JUST SIX YEARS OLD. 
HOW CAN ANYONE TELL iF HES 

GONNA Be GAY ?7 


NATHAN. SEE THIS PRET 
BRACELET Tim WEARING? 
YIKNOW WHO MADE iT 

FOR ME? M4 SON. 


You KNOW WHERE cr is-- 


iF Tt GO GET THE POLISH, CAN WE 
- RIGHT ON MY DRESSER, 


PAINT OUR NAILS TOGETHER 7 


SASON. EITHER WAY, 
HEIL BE TUST FINE. 


pave? SEEMED LIKE 
HE WAS IN A REALLY 
WEIRD AAooD AT DINNER, 


THE SAME KiD WiHo LOVES 
BARBIE DOLLS ... ANC WANTS 
TO Po MY HAIR ALL THE 
TIME... AND PICKS ouT M4 
CLOTHES FoR ME BEFORE 


HMMM... MAYBE 4OU/RE 
RiGHT... 


I'M NOT WORRIED ABOUT 


Ou, HES JUST IN A SNIT 
LATELY CAUSE EVERYONE 
KEEPS TELUNG US THEY 
THINK JASON’S GONNA 
GROW UP to BE GAY. 


ue WITH 


SO WHAT? THATS GO CLUCHED... 
THE KiO JUST HAS A GOooO 
FASHION SENSE. i 


Besipes, THE KiD'S ScHMECKEL. 
iS ALREAOY BIGGER THAN HIS 
DAD'S. HE'S GONNA BE 

REAL POPULAR! 
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CHELSEA BOYS, COM 


work of Erasure. Two bonus acoustic tracks 
(including a version of Tumbleweeds) and a 
cut from a previous release round out the 
album. 


There is never a “there” to reach when an 
artist is genuinely exploring his or her talents. 
On Petrified, it’s clear that Jeff Straker is 
moving in a very positive and honest direc- 
tion with the evolution of his music. He has 
demonstrated an enviable wisdom in 
following both his heart and his ear in a 
community that is all-too-often obsessed 
with disposable, synth-driven pop. In terms of 
this album specifically, Straker has obviously 
gone to great lengths to find compatible 
associates; his musicians and backup singers 
are tight and definitely in sync with his musical 
sensibilities, collectively a fine complement to 
his talents. If there is one criticism | might 
offer regarding his own performance, it is that 
he has a tendency towards unnecessary vocal 
“noodling” on some of his vowels, a 
technique used by lesser singers to mask 
their inability to hold a note adequately. In 
this case, | don’t believe there is any need for 
such theatrics: at its most basic, Jeff Straker's 
singing voice is strong, capable and distinctive 
enough to “speak” for itself. And I, for one, 
am quite ready to hear more. 


Petrified, the album, is available for purchase 
at www.jeffstraker.com. 
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shared accommodation 


Looking for Roommate. Large 2 bedroom 
apartment in Beltline. Close to LRT. 
$375/mo. plus utilities. D.D. Required. 
Please call (403) 269-3959 


N.W. House. Mature, quiet, non-smoker 
wanted to share. Close to downtown, U of C 
and SAIT. Large yard. $500 including utili- 
ties. Call (403) 282-0542. Leave message. 


New D.T. Condo with river view to share 
with 40’s GWM. Close to LRT. Must be 
responsible and working. Everything 
included, References required. $500/month. 
Phone (403) 208-8052. 
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accommodation 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11" Street | 


| Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


Eee Oc pert cat 
=UNBEATABLE RATES 
SERVING THE 


OUDLY 
q INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 6 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


:/ (WWW. 11STREET. COM 
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WE TAKE PRIDE IN BEING YOUR 
SOURCE FOR GAY PRODUCTS FOR 
24 YEARS. 


Rent: VHS or DVD 
$4.00 each or 3 for $10.00 
All four night rentals 
Buy: DVDs - $29.95, buy one get one FREE 
VHS - All boxed originals as low as $7.95ea 


ADULT DEPOT 


North South 
3505 - 32 St. N.E. 626 - 58 Ave. S.E. 
(403) 264-7399 (403) 258-2777 
Online at www.adultdepotstore.com 
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AROMAS 


Simply the Best 
Magnum 
3/$69.95 
Rochefort 
3/$59.95 
Octane 
3/$49. 95 
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CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS CALL 
In Toronto 416-888-7085 
outside the Toronto 
calling area 
1-800-866-8137 
OR SEND CERTIFIED CHEQUE OR 
MONEY ORDER TO: 

Arosa [nternationnl 
Box 82 
552 Church St. 

Torente ON MAY 263 


CANADIAN ORDERS ONLY 
RUSH DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS 


WE'VE MOVED 
\NBOW PRip 


re RESOURCE CENTRE 


2nd Floor 
1229 - 16 Ave SW, Calgary 


Mon - Sat: 11 am to 10 pm 
Sun & Holidays: 12 noon to 6 pm 


v Adult Videos and Toys 

v Lubes and Aromas 

v Cards, Books, Magazines 
v Pride Jewelery and Gifts 


(403) 266-5685 
rpride@telus.net 


Best Video and 
DVD for sale and 
rent! New releases } 

and hard to find 

classics. Mail 
order too! 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, 
AB TSK ONS. 


Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 
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Body Remedies Massage Clinic 
1011B-11 ave SW 
Help heal Body, Mind, & Spirit 
with a massage. 

A variety of techniques and treatments. 
M/F thereapists Reg.&Lic. staff 
10:30-7:30 Mon-Sat 
walk-ins (403) 802-3744 


Hawaiian Lomilomi Massage by friendly 
Australian guy. 1 or 1.5 hours of pure indul- 
gence. Great rates, student discount. Call 
Martyn at (403) 383-3690. Currently in 
Vancouver. 


Male to Male 
by Appointment Only 
10 years experience 
Professional Relaxation Massage 


Yogassage, Swedish, Shiatsu, Tantric. 
Healing Hands 


Daniel (403) 510-7572 
http://zaplin.com/maletomale 
eae SS 


Swedish Relaxation Massage 


In/out calls, male or female clients, private 
shower, hot oils. Unforgettable massage. Call 
Mike (403) 229-6885-Pager or 
www.calgary.masseur.com 


Edmonton 


MALE 27 Masseur. Muscular, tall, dark, 
handsome. In and out calls. 


Rock (780) 722-6095 


Massage, incalls $40/hour. 
Outcalls $60/hour (403) 230-3797 


MAN TO MAN Private Relaxational 
Massage by a college guy with great healing 
hands. New in town. In calls Hotels OK. 
Call Joe for Appointment. (403) 508-2641 


Travelling to Van 
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friends 


won STEPPING QUT ce 


Too busy to meet someone? 
Join us... 


Add your name to our mailing list. 
ph:(403) 802-6115 
e-mail: james@steppingout.ca_ 


German gay guy. 6’, F 
160lbs. In good shape, not 
so much in the scene. 
Down to Earth, but 
romantic. Into music, 
theatre, sports, travel, 
outdoors and something 
more. Would like to find a 
friend in Canada. Please 
contact Gerd Danschke. 
Kevelohbusck 29A, 45277 Essen, Germany. 


Wealthy mid-forties gay man. In good 
shape. Looking for young man 18-25 who 
wants to be treated royally. Must be cute and 
fun. Reply #0502 


Country boy seeking LTR to share ranch, 
farm or tradesman lifestyle. I’m 53, active, fit 
and trim, semi-retired, construction 
handiman and draftsman. Enjoy gardening, 
hiking, canoeing and travel. Want a hairy guy 
with hearty sexual appetite; comfortable on 
construction sites, shoveling manure or 
hiking mountain passes. Reply #0603. 
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Take outa 
classified ad in 
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Looking for Gay or 


Gay Friendly Accommodat 
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Visit WWW.OUTLOOKS.CA 
and Click on the Gay Van Link! 
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$5.00 
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404 
dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


general personals 


Immigration 
is for lovers! 


We are proud of our 
ever-growing family of 
delighted gay and 

lesbian couples united at 
home in Canada, and 


one of the highest | 
success rates with same 

sex couples. Canada’s new immigration 
regulations make expert guidance even more 
important than ever. Avoid time delaying and 


costly mistakes by working closely with a 


former Canadian Immigration and 
Citizenship Officer and friendly staff. We offer 
a full range of Immigration and Citizenship 
services: visa extensions, work and study 
permits, family sponsorship, and 
independent applications. Let us be your 
personal guide, providing professional care 
from start to finish. 

We only work with clients who we feel 
have the best chance of success. 

“Your staff are true professionals and always 
willing to help” FT. 

Call us today to discuss your situation. 
FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
538 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto 
ON M6C 1A4 (at St Clair West subway) 
416-651-8889 
email: info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
Director, Organization of Professional 
Immigration Consultants 


escorts 


Sexy, smooth-chested, muscular 
escort. Attention-getting good 
looks and hard in all the right places. 
Friendly, versatile, fantastic kisser 
and available for travel. 28 years old, 
6’, |75lbs, 42” chest, 32” waist, 15” 
arms, 7”X5”, unbelievable butt! 
Buddy available. 
1-604-562-8716. 


travel accomodations 


Central Toronto comfort guest house. From $60 


single/double. Walk to all gay attractions, T.V., phone, 


private bath, patio, parking. 
Reservations call (416) 960-9788 
kevinn@attcanada.net 


Rental Suite - Vernon, B.C. Kalamalka Lake view 
Private furnished, cozy, clean. Ideal for 
single/double occupancy . $70 daily or $450 weekly 
Inquiries (250) 260-4485 
or email: wtwerry@shaw.ca 


travel Alberta 


Caigary's Favorite Gay B & B 


www.thefoxwood.com 


Great House, 
Great Location, 
Great Hosts! 


1725 - 12 Street SW, Calgary AB tT OXWOOLT & XWOO AST 
Phone: (403) 244-6693 rnc tepeseeaneeteanenaeneeed 


Proudly Supporting: 
ARGRA, Apollo, Calgary Men's Chorus, 
Pride Calgary and of course Outlooks 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 
TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 
www.nlightsbnb.com 
email nlight69@hotmail.com 
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business opportunity 


FOR SALE: 
Alternative Gay & Lesbian night- 
club/pub. Check out: 
www.blackbeards.ca. 
Centrally located in downtown 
Nanaimo. Established since 1960's 
Includes computerized sound system, 
computer, floating dance floor, liquor 
licence, website, established clientele. 
Turn key operation. Available August 
Ist. $50K firm. Contact John 
(250) 619-6347 or email: 
blackbeards@shaw.ca 


Crossword solution... 
Puzzle on page 29 
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toll free 1-877-882-2011 


the teleguide to the Gay & Lesbian Community 


CALGARY 

Community Groups 

Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT................. 3000 
Buck Naked Boys Club. a 
Camp 181- Women’s Social Group.. 


Integrity......... 

Men's Project. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation... 
PHOGICaIG Arye ret ees. Fos ense 1: Seve seans tee 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club 
SHARP Foundation 

Speak Sebastian... 

Stepping Out. 

The Verge 


CALGARY 


Businesses 
11 St Lodging. 


Rainbow Destinations... 

Money-Pennies 

Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker.. 
The Calgary Eagle 

Conference Centre at Country Gardens... 
Enstasy Counselling Services 


EDMONTON 


Community Groups 
DIGQily soe seston. sates cto =onceumavaveeceenerssees xe 2012 


Men’s Support Group.. 

Outreach (U of A) 

PFLAG Eye ene iee cures Sa edenpreres : 
Police Liaison Committee... 
Prime Timers of Edmonton 


Outlooks presents 


Stepping Out 
Xtension 2400 


Canada's only gay dinner club. 


Enstasy Counselling Services 
Xtension 2442 


The Edmonton Vocal Minority....... =P COE 2053 
Curling with pride 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics by Karen 


TOV FIVAB lee teaas cate acerestsencraal veccugeee die 2520 


LETHBRIDGE 


AIDS Connection Society.............cccccee 2015 


MEDICINE HAT 
SOS for LesBiGay youth 
PFLAG Medicine Hat. 


Calgary:(403) 777-9494 
Edmonton:(780) 413-7122 


Calgary Eagle 
Xtension 2451 


GLCSA 
Xtension 2052 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 


CREATE YOUR OWN EXTENSION 
FREE: groune eREE: coe pREE ail! 


pusine® 


Instructions: To access the Directory: 
* Dial (403) 777-9499 (Outside Calgary 1-877-882-2011). 
¢ Press 1 on your touch-tone phone at the main menu prompt. 
¢ Enter the four-digit Xtension number. 


Instructions: To obtain an Xtension for your group: 
¢ Call Outlooks at (403) 228-1157 (Outside Calgary 1-888-228-1157) 


We can also help you with any problems in changing your Xtension messages, 
reporting outdated Xtensions, or answering your questions. 
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Cirneve Du So.ei. VIP Party 
CURRIE BARRACKS 


out |G 


(left) Both Feet on the Ground 
Cirque aerialist (and June 2003 Outlooks’ 

interview subject) Gaston Elie poses with 
Bianca La Bouche. 


(below) Big Top? Big Tits! 
Glamour girls grace the tent. (From 
left) Carly York-Jones, Mr. Devon 
Mills and Calgary Empress Bianca La 
(right) : Bouche 

Newsmakers 4 
Carly York-Jones 
poses with news 
anchor Barb 
Higgins and her 
husband. The city 
queens in 
attendance turned 
out to be media 
darlings from coast 
to coast in the 
post-gala coverage. 


(left) Out to (Bow) Tie 
One On 

A couple of dapper gents at 
the colourful post- 
performance bash. 


(right)Dark and 
Delicious 

Bianca La Bouche and 
pal Keith, daring to be 
just a little more 
fabulous than their 
exotic surroundings. 


(above) Backstage 
Pass? 

No, it’s just James Faulkner 
(right) welcoming one of 
Cirque'’s stage crew to 


Calgary. 


CALGARY 


Amy BisHoP PERFORMANCE 
MONEY-PENNIE'S 


(right) Music Lovers 
(From left) Melanie, Larry and 
Stacey on hand to catch some 
tunes during Pride. 


(left) Anything Else? (above) Bless 
Tracy is not shaken, but stirred You, Bishop! 

to action in the off-chance that Musician Amy Bishop 
someone might need a libation proudly shares her 

to get them started. vocal stylings with the 


gathered crowd 


I-MiopDEL SEARCH 
METRO/BOYZTOWN 


(left) Boy-Oh- 
Boys! 

Bianca La Bouche 
finds herself in 
heavenly company as 
she hosts the “quest 
for the best” 


(below)So Far So Very Good! x 
Entrants in the competition, including (from left) Troy, Cap (runner up) and (above) I’m Not 


Chris, the winner. Competing... 
' Len, of Il-Model 


Management, pauses 
to flash a semi-smile 
for the camera as he 
rushes around 
preparing for the big 
event. 
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OutTLooKs’ PRIDE PARADE PARTY 
17th AVENUE BOSTON PIZZA 


(above) Café Society 


Revellers, spectators and n’er-do-wells await the procession on the patio. 


(right) 

Patio Pals 

(From left) 

Local 

“yummies” 

Casey and (below) Glare of 
Jason the Flashbulbs 
stopped by Behind his shades, 

to cheer on October Don't You 
the Se Wish model Josh takes a 
participants “time out” from the 
in the 2003 blinding bulbs of the 
parade. paparrazi cameras. 


(below) Priority Seating 
Even though there were chairs 

available, Jocelyn chose this one. 
Danelle doesn’t seem to mind... 


(left) Off Duty 
Musicians Sarah 
Hamilton and 
David (centre & far 
right) relax their 
vocals cords at a 
window-side table, 
content to let 
someone else do 
the entertaining 
for once! 


(below) And Baby Makes...um, 
Four! 

Sharon stops to admire baby Amilia, the 
gorgeous recent addition to Elaine (far left) 
and Deb's family. 


(above) Fates or Furies? 
Nope—fags! Actually, it’s Evan, Jamie 
and Gordon putting on brave faces in 
the afternoon rain. 
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